
  
    
  

Introduction









I’ve been around S&W revolvers a long time. I shot them, off and on, when we went to the cabin up north when I was a kid. Later, my brother, Mike, bought a bunch of Model 57s in all three barrel lengths, and we shot them when on vacation or on “range trips.” Then, in the late 1970s I began my path in firearms retail and gunsmithing at various gun shops in and around the Detroit area. When I started gunsmithing we had plenty of S&W revolvers to work on. Detroit had been issuing the M&P in .38 Special since the 1920s, and allowed officers to use personally owned revolvers for decades. Many police departments in the metropolitan area also issued the M&P, the Model 10, or other S&W revolvers, and some also allowed personally owned sidearms on duty.


The entire time I was working as a gunsmith, either as an apprentice or on my own, I’m pretty sure there was at least one S&W revolver in the shop for repair. Not because they were so fragile they needed work, but because they were ubiquitous. Every major city in the country was in the same situation; Colt had lost the police supply market to S&W back in the 1950s, and S&W revolvers were everywhere. I also had the advantage of Detroit allowing S&W pistols, so I saw the 39, 59 and later the second-generation pistols on a regular basis.


The only reason I knew how to disassemble a Mauser rifle before I knew how to disassemble an S&W revolver was that in Michigan (as in most places) the age at which you could own a rifle was lower than that of owning a handgun.


I’ve carried S&W revolvers and pistols for defense, and used them in almost every aspect of competition. I’ve shot Steel, USPSA/IPSC matches, bowling pins, ICORE and IDPA with S&W revolvers and pistols. I shot indoor PPC leagues for years with S&W revolvers. I shot silhouette the first years it hit the ranges of Michigan with various M-29s and 57s. I’ve shot the Masters with an M-41. I’ve put a lot of ammo downrange using S&W handguns as the launching platforms.


And as I said, I’ve worked on them, repairing the results of neglect, abuse, bad luck and time. In the 25 years since I dove into the gun world, I have spent much of that time handling one S&W model or another on a daily basis. I’ve found them to be solid, reliable and accurate, with wonderful ergonomics and comfort.


In drawing up the idea for this book, my editors and I decided that we didn’t need a simple listing of what guns S&W currently made. For that you can go to the current edition of the excellent Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson by Jim Supica and Richard Nahas. No, we’d survey the current offerings of S&W with an eye to how they handle, feel, and shoot. What could you use them for? Is a particular handgun better suited to daily carry, competition or hunting? What kind of groups can you expect from one? And just how much does the .500 kick?


So if you want the details of every option available on a particular model, the current S&W catalog will give you that information. If you want to know production numbers for a particular model, to see if it is a desirable one to pick up for your collection, go to Supica and Nahas. But if you are looking forward to putting ammo downrange, and want to know what S&W will serve you best for a particular competition, or in daily carry, read on.


