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  Introduction




  Welcome to the Tuttle Essential Language series, covering all of the most popular Asian languages. These books are basic guides to communicating in the language. They’re concise, accessible and easy to understand, and you’ll find them indispensable on your trip abroad to get you where you want to go, pay the right prices and do everything you’re planning to do.




  Each guide is divided into 14 themed sections and starts with a pronunciation guide which explains the phonetic pronunciations of all the words and sentences you’ll need to know, and a basic grammar guide which will help you construct basic sentences in the language. At the end of this book is an extensive English–Mandarin Chinese dictionary.




  Throughout the book you’ll come across boxes with a [image: Image] beside them. These are designed to help you if you can’t understand what your listener is saying to you. Hand the book over to them and encourage them to point to the appropriate answer to the question you are asking.




  Other boxes in the book—this time without the [image: Image] symbol—give listings of themed words with their English translations beside them.




  For extra clarity, we have put all phonetic pronunciations of the Mandarin Chinese terms in bold.




  This book covers all situations you are likely to encounter during the course of a visit, from reserving a room for the night to ordering food and drinks at a restaurant and what to do if you get lost or you lose your money. With over 2,000 commonly used words and essential sentences at your fingertips you can rest assured that you will be able to get by in all situations, so let Essential Mandarin Chinese become your passport to learning to communicate with confidence!




  




  Pronunciation guide




  The book uses the standard romanized system of Mandarin Chinese called Hanyu Pinyin.




  Consonants




  Most of the Chinese consonants are similar to the English ones, with the following exceptions:




  	Pinyin



      	Pronunciation



      	Example

    
	c



      	like ts in its




      	
粗 cū “rough”

    
	q



      	like ch in cheer, with a strong puff of air



      	
去 qù “go”

    
	x



      	like sh in she



      	
西 xī “west”

    
	z



      	like ds in kids




      	
字 zì “word”

    
	zh



      	like dg as in judge, with the tongue rolled back



      	
这 zhè “this”

    

Vowels




  Most of the Chinese vowels are similar to English also:




  	Pinyin



      	Pronunciation



      	Example

    
	a



      	short a, as in far



      	
八 bā “eight”

    
	e



      	short e, as in the




      	
鹅 é “goose”

    
	i



      	long ee, as in fee




      	
七 qī “seven”

    
	o



      	short o, as in for



      	
我 wǒ “I, me”

    
	u



      	long u, as in cute



      	
哭 kū “cry”

    
	ü



      	as in yü or the French u




      	
绿 lǜ “green”

    

Combination Vowels




  The combination vowels are also fairly similar to those in English:




  	Pinyin



      	Pronunciation



      	Example

    
	ao



      	like ow in now




      	
好 hǎo “good”

    
	ei



      	like ay in say




      	
黑 hēi “black”

    
	er



      	like er in number, with a longer “r” sound



      	
二 èr “two”

    
	ian



      	like yen




      	
天 tiān “sky”

    
	ie



      	like ea in wear



      	
鞋 xié “shoe”

    
	iu



      	like ew as in pew




      	
丢 diū “throw”

    
	ou



      	like ow in low




      	
猴 hǒu “monkey”

    
	ui



      	like way in sway




      	
水 shuǐ “water”

    
	uo



      	like wo in sword



      	
说 shuō “word”

    
	ue



      	like ue in fluent



      	
学 xuě “study”

    

Tones




  A tone is a variation in pitch when a syllable or word is pronounced. In Mandarin, a variation in the pitch or tone changes the meaning of the word. Mandarin has four different tones, each marked by a sign above the vowel. In addition there is a neutral tone which does not carry any mark—often used in the second syllable of a word, e.g., nǐmen 你们 “you” (plural). Below is a tone chart which shows how the tones work.
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  Tone 1 is a high-level tone represented by a level tone mark [image: Image] above the vowel.




  Tone 2 is a high-rising tone represented by a rising tone mark [image: Image] above the vowel.




  Tone 3 is a low-dipping tone represented by a dish-like concave tone mark [image: Image] above the vowel.




  Tone 4 is a high-falling tone represented by a falling tone mark [image: Image] above the vowel.




  The neutral tone is pronounced lightly and softly in comparison to the other tones and is not marked by any tone symbol. A syllable is said to take on a neutral tone when it is not emphasized or stressed in the sentence, (i.e., it is skipped over quickly).




  Take care to pronounce the words accurately according to their tone marks, as the same syllable can have several different meanings. For example,




  

    	Word



        	Tone Number



        	Meaning

      
	
妈 mā




        	1



        	mother

      
	
麻 má




        	2



        	numb

      
	
马 mǎ




        	3



        	horse

      
	
骂 mà




        	4



        	scold

      
	
吗 ma




        	neutral tone



        	question marker

      






  Pronouncing a word with a different tone can change its meaning. For example, “I’m looking for my mother” can become “I’m looking for my horse”!



  


  Basic grammar


  Chinese grammar is very simple. There are no verb conjugations, no plurals, no gender forms, no articles and the sentence order is essentially the same as English. This section presents a basic guide to Chinese grammar in terms familiar to English speakers.


  1 Word order


  Chinese word order is the same as in English: subject + verb + object.


  
    Wǒ bú huì shuō Hànyǔ.


    I not can speak Chinese


    = I don’t speak Chinese.


    Wǒ yào qù Běijīng.


    I want go Beijing


    = I want to go to Beijing.


    Qǐng gěi wǒ yí bēi lěng kāishuǐ.


    Please give me one glass cold drinking water


    = I’d like a glass of cold water.

  


  When asking a question, add the question word ma 吗 at the end of the sentence. (See page 13)


  
    Nǐ huì shuō Hànyǔ ma?


    You can speak Chinese (question marker)


    = Do you speak Chinese?


    Nǐ yào qù Běijīng ma?


    You want go Beijing (question marker)


    = Do you want to go to Beijing?


    Nǐ kěyí gěi wǒ yí bēi lěng kāi shuǐ ma?


    You can give me one glass cold water (question marker)


    = Can you give me a glass of cold (drinking) water?

  


  2 Nouns


  Mandarin nouns often consist of two characters or syllables joined together. For example, Hànyǔ “the Chinese language”, lǎoshī “teacher” or kāfēi “coffee”. No distinction is made between the singular and plural forms. When it is necessary to indicate a plural, this is done by adding a number and a measure word to indicate the number of items involved (see page 10).


  3 Pronouns


  Chinese pronouns are used just as we use English pronouns. The same word can have two meanings, for example, wǒ 我 can refer to both “I” and “me”. The other pronouns in Chinese are nǐ 你 “you”, tā 他 “he/him”, tā 她 “she/her” and tā 它 “it” (the last three all share the same pronunciation but are written with different characters).


  To indicate plural forms, you add the suffix -men 们 so the plural forms are wǒmen 我们 “we/us”, nǐmen 你们 “you” (plural), tāmen 他们 “they/them” (either all male or mixed genders) and tāmen 她们 “they/them” (all female). The pronoun for animals or insects is tāmen 它们 “they/them” (same pronunciation but different characters).


  4 “This” and “That”


  In addition to the personal pronouns, there are demonstrative pronouns zhè 这 “this” and nà 那 “that”. The plural forms are: zhè xiē 这些 “these” and nà xiē 那些 “those”.


  5 Possessives


  To indicate possession, simply add the particle de 的 between the words. Thus,


  
    Wǒ de shu


    I/me (possessive particle) book


    = “my book”


    Nǐ de shǒujī


    You (possessive particle) mobile phone


    = “your mobile phone”


    Jīntiān de tiānqì zěnmeyàng?


    Today (possessive particle) weather what’s like


    = What’s the weather going to be like today?


    Wǒ shuō de huà


    I speak (possessive particle) words


    = “the words I’m saying”


    Nǐmen de diànnǎo


    you (plural form) (possessive particle) laptop (or computer)


    = “your laptop”

  


  6 Measure Words


  Just as we would say “two cups of coffee” in English, in Chinese, the number comes first, followed by a measure word like zhāng 张 “sheet” and běn 本 “measure word for books” and finally, the object zhǐ 纸 “paper” or shū 书 “books”.


  
    yī zhāng zhǐ


    one sheet paper


    = “one sheet of paper”


    liǎng bēi kāfēi


    two cups coffee


    = “two cups of coffee”


    sān běn shū


    three (measure word for books) books


    = “three books”

  


  Take note that when counting objects, the word for èr 二 “two” becomes liǎng 两 “a couple of”. Here are some common measure words.


  	Measure words

      	Used for

      	Examples
    
	
zhāng 张


      	flat, wide objects

      	
yì zhāng zhǐ “one sheet of paper”

    
	

      	

      	
yì zhāng zhuōzi “one table”

    
	
běn 本


      	bound books

      	
sān běn shū “three books”

    
	
zhī 只


      	one out of a pair

      	
yì zhī shǒu “one hand”

    
	
zhī 支


      	stick-like objects

      	
liǎng zhī bǐ “two pens”

    
	
liàng 辆


      	vehicles with wheels

      	
sān liàng chē “three cars“

    
	
shuāng 双


      	a pair

      	
yì shuāng xié “a pair of shoes”

    
	
tiáo 条


      	long pieces of clothing or fabric and roads

      	
liǎng tiáo kùzi “two (pairs of) pants”

    
	
bēi 杯


      	cups or glasses

      	
liǎng bēi kāfēi “two cups of coffee”

    

If you can’t remember all these, there is an all-purpose measure word ge 个 which can be used instead of the above measure words yī ge shū ”one book“ or sì ge xíngli “four suitcases”.


  The word ge 个 means “piece” and is also used in phrases like zhè ge 这个 “this one”, nà ge 那个 “that one”, nǎ ge 哪个 “which one” or jǐ ge 几个 “how many (items)?”


  7 Verbs


  Chinese verbs are never conjugated, and have only one simple form regardless of subject or tense. Thus the verb chī “to eat” is the same whether the subject is I, you, he/she or they, and whether the action took place in the past, present or future. For example,


  
    Wǒ chī jiǎozi.


    I eat dumplings = “I eat dumplings.”

  


  This sentence can mean “I ate dumplings” or “I am eating dumplings”.


  
    Wǒ qù Běijīng.


    I go Beijing = “I am going to Beijing.”

  


  Similarly, this could mean “I went to Beijing”, “I am going to Beijing” or “I will go to Beijing”.


  8 Past and future tense


  To indicate time in Chinese, you add in time words like “yesterday”, “today”, “tomorrow”, “already” and “will”. For example:


  
    Wǒ zuótiān chī jiǎozi.


    I yesterday eat dumplings


    = “Yesterday I ate dumplings.”


    Wǒ jīntiān chī jiǎozi.


    I today eat dumplings


    = “Today I am eating dumplings.”


    Wǒ míngtiān chī jiǎozi.


    I tomorrow eat dumplings.


    = “Tomorrow I’ll eat dumplings.”

  


  You can also add the following to indicate time:


  •  The addition of guo 过 = “passed” after the verb indicates that the action occurred at an unspecified time in the past:


  Wǒ chī guo jiǎozi.


  I ate (passed) dumplings


  = “I’ve eaten dumplings already.”


  •  The use of le 了 = “completed” after the verb indicates actions that were just completed:


  Wǒ chī le jiǎozi.


  I ate (completed) dumplings


  = “I’ve just eaten dumplings.”


  •  The addition of yào 要 = “want” or huì 会 = “will/shall” before the verb indicates a future action:


  Wǒ yào chī jiǎozi.


  I want eat dumplings


  = “I’m going to eat the dumplings.”


  Wǒ huì chī nàxiē jiǎozi.


  I will eat those dumplings


  = “I’ll be eating those dumplings.”


  9 Adjectives


  Adjectives generally precede the nouns they modify, sometimes with the possessive word de 的 added in between. For example,


  
    	xiǎo xióngmāo

        	“a small panda”
      
	zāng yīfu

        	“dirty clothes”
      
	hǎo péngyou

        	“good friends”
      
	měilì de fēngjǐng

        	“beautiful scenery”
      
	míngguì de lǐwù

        	“expensive gift”
      
	tǎoyàn de wénzi

        	“annoying mosquitoes”
      




  10 Adverbs


  Adverbs are usually placed before the words they modify. Common examples are: hěn 很 “very”, yě 也 “also”, bǐjiào 比较 “comparatively, relatively”, jiù 就 “then”, zǒng 总 “always”. For example,


  
    Chángchéng hěn cháng.


    Great Wall very long


    = “The Great Wall is very long.”


    Wǒ yě xiǎng qù Shànghǎi.


    I also want go Shanghai


    = “I want to go to Shanghai too.”


    Shànghǎi xiàtiān bǐjiào rè.


    Shanghai summer rather hot


    = “Shanghai is rather hot in summer.”


    Nǐ xiān zǒu, wǒ mǎshàng jiù lái


    You first go, I immediately then come


    = “Go first, I’ll join you very soon.”


    Wǔyuè de shíhou, zhè lǐ zǒng xiàyǔ.


    May (month) (possessive) time this place always rains


    = “In May, it always rains here.”

  


  11 Negatives


  There are two common words used to express the negative in Chinese: bù 不 and méi 没. The most often used one is bù 不 = “not”. The word méi 没 is used express actions not completed as in 没有 měiyǒu = “do not have”, “did not”.


  
    Fàncài bù hǎo chī.


    Food not good eat


    = “The food is not good.”


    Wǒ bù qù le.


    I not go anymore


    = “I am not going anymore.”


    Tā bù zài zhèr.


    He not at here


    = “He’s not here.”


    Wǒ zhǎo bù dào zhège dìzhǐ.


    I find cannot this address


    = “I cannot find this address.”

  


  12 Questions


  There are three ways to ask a question in Chinese. The easiest way is to add the word ma 吗 at the end of the sentence. This word functions like a question mark.


  
    Nǐ huì shuō Yīngyǔ ma?


    You can speak English (question marker)


    = “Can you speak English?”


    Nǐ shì Bǐdé ma?


    You are Peter (question marker)


    =“Are you Peter?”

  


  The second way is to use the yes/no verbal construction which presents two opposing alternatives.


  
    Nǐ huì bu huì shuō Yīngyǔ?


    You can not can speak English


    = “Can you speak English?”


    Nǐ shì bu shì Bǐdé?


    You are not are Peter


    = “Are you Peter?”

  


  The third way is to use a question word like shéi “who”, shénme “what”, nǎli/nǎr “where”, wèishénme “why”, jǐ “how many”, nǎ “which” and zěnme “how”. Here are some examples of questions you can ask.


  1.  Nǐ shì shéi/shuí?
You are who
= “Who are you?”


  2.  Nǐ jiào shénme míngzi?
You called what name
= “What’s your name?”


  3.  Nǐ zěnme qù jīcháng?
You how go airport
= “How are you going to the airport?”


  4.  Nǐ cóng nar lái?
You from where come
= “Where are you from?”


  5.  Nǐ péngyǒu zài nǎli?
Your friends at where
= “Where are your friends?”


  6.  Nǐ wèishénme bù shuōhuà?
You why not speaking
= “Why aren’t you speaking?”


  7.  Xiànzài jǐ diǎnzhōng le?
Now what time already
= “What’s the time now?”


  8.  Nǐ shénme shíhou láide?
You what hour come
= “When did you arrive?”


  13 Yes and no


  There are no specific words in Chinese for expressing “yes” and “no” in a question. The closest equivalent is shìde 是的 “is”and búshì 不是 “is not” respectively. Usually, when the Chinese ask a question such as Nǐ yào qù Běijīng ma? 你要去北京吗？“Do you want to go to Beijing?”, the person answering uses the same verb. For example, the verb in the question is qù 去 “go”, thus the answer would be Wǒ yào qù Běijīng. 我要去北京。“I want to go to Beijing.” To answer in the negative, you add bù 不 before the verb used in the sentence, e.g., Wǒ bùyào qù Běijīng. 我不要去北京。“I don’t want to go to Beijing.”


  
    Nǐ lèi bú lèi?


    You tired not tired


    = “Are you tired?”


    “Yes” answer:


    Hěn lèi.


    Very tired


    = “Yes, I’m very tired.”


    “No” answer:


    Bú lèi.


    Not tired


    = “No, I’m not tired.”


    Nǐ gāoxìng bú gāoxìng?


    You happy not happy


    = “Are you happy?”


    “Yes” answer:


    Gāoxìng.


    Happy


    = “Yes, I’m happy.”


    “No” answer:


    Bù gāoxìng.


    Not happy


    =“No, I’m not happy.”

  


  Alternatively you can use the words duì 对 meaning “correct” and bùduì 不对 “not correct” (often shortened to bù 不 “no”) in replies. For example:


  
    Nǐ shì Měiguórén ma?


    You are American (question marker)


    = “Are you American?”


    Duì, wǒ shì Měiguórén


    Correct, I am American


    = “Yes, I’m American” or


    Bù, wǒ shì Yīngguórén


    No, I am British


    = “No, I’m British.”
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  1. The Basics


  1.1 Personal details


  1.2 Today or tomorrow?


  1.3 What time is it?


  1.4 One, two, three...


  1.5 The weather


  1.6 Here, there...


  1.7 What does that sign say?


  1.8 Legal holidays


  


  1.1 Personal details


  In China the family name comes first and the given name next. Titles come after the name. For example, Mr Wang is Wáng xiān­sheng 王先生 and Ms Wang is Wáng xiǎojie 王小姐. The title tàitai 太太 is given to married women and is placed after the husband’s surname. This is the convention still used by Chinese women in Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan and outside China. In Mainland China, however, Chinese women now do not adopt their husband’s surname after marriage. Overseas Chinese and foreigners will have to get used to this new convention and address married women by their maiden name, e.g., if her surname is Lǐ 李 she should be addressed as Lǐ xiǎojie 李小姐 or Lǐ nǚshì 李女士 (for an older woman). However, you may also use the older title tàitai 太太 after the husband’s surname in formal situations.


  surname


  xìng


  姓


  first name


  míngzi


  名字


  initials


  xìngmíng suōxiě


  姓名缩写


  address


  dìzhǐ


  地址


  street


  jiē


  街


  unit number


  ménpáihào


  门牌号


  postal code


  yóubiān


  邮编


  town


  chéngshì


  城市


  sex (gender)


  xìngbié


  性别


  male


  nán


  男


  female


  nǚ


  女


  nationality/citizenship


  guójí


  国籍


  date of birth


  chūshēng rìqī


  出生日期


  place of birth


  chūshēng dìdiǎn


  出生地点


  occupation


  zhíyè


  职业


  marital status


  hūnyīn zhuàngkuàng


  婚姻状况


  married


  yǐhūn


  已婚


  single


  wèihūn


  未婚


  widow


  guǎfù


  寡妇


  widower


  guānfū


  鳏夫


  (number of) children


  érnǚ (shùmù)


  儿女(数目)


  passport


  hùzhào


  护照


  identity card


  shēnfènzhèng


  身份证


  driving license number


  jiàshǐzhízhào hàomǎ


  驾驶执照号码


  place and date of issue


  qiānfā dìdiǎn


  签发地点


  date of issue


  qiānfā rìqī


  签发日期


  signature


  qiānmíng


  签名


  


  1.2 Today or tomorrow?


  What day is it today?


  Jīntiān shì xīngqíjǐ?


  今天是星期几?


  Today’s Monday.


  Jīntiān shì xīngqíyī.


  今天是星期一。


  Tuesday


  Xīngqí’èr


  星期二


  Wednesday


  Xīngqísān


  星期三


  Thursday


  Xīngqísì


  星期四


  Friday


  Xīngqíwǔ


  星期五


  Saturday


  Xīngqíliù


  星期六


  Sunday


  Xīngqítiān/Xīngqírì


  星期天／星期日


  in January


  zài Yīyuè


  在 一月


  since February


  Èryuè yǐlái


  二月以来


  in spring


  zài chūntiān


  在 春天


  in summer


  zài xiàtiān


  在 夏天


  in autumn


  zài qiūtiān


  在 秋天


  in winter


  zài dōngtiān


  在 冬天


  2017


  èrlíngyīqī nián


  二零一七年


  the twentieth century


  èrshí shìjì


  20 世纪


  the twenty-first century


  èrshíyī shìjì


  21 世纪


  What’s the date today?


  Jīntiān jǐhào?


  今天几号？


  Today’s the 24th.


  Jīntiān shì èrshísì hào.


  今天是24号。


  Wednesday 3 November


  Shíyīyuè sānhào, xīngqísān


  十一月三号，星期三


  in the morning


  zài zǎoshang


  在 早上


  in the afternoon


  zài xiàwǔ


  在 下午


  in the evening


  zài wǎnshang


  在 晚上


  at night


  zài yèlǐ


  在 夜里


  this morning


  jīntiān zǎoshang


  今天早上


  this afternoon


  jīntiān xiàwǔ


  今天下午


  this evening


  jīntiān bàngwǎn


  今天傍晚


  tonight


  jīntiān wǎnshang


  今天晚上


  last night


  zuótiān wǎnshang


  昨天晚上


  tomorrow night


  míngtiān wǎnshang


  明天晚上


  this week


  zhè ge xīngqí


  这个星期


  last week


  shàng ge xīngqí


  上个星期


  next week


  xià ge xīngqí


  下个星期


  this month


  zhè ge yuè


  这个月


  last month


  shàng ge yuè


  上个月


  next month


  xià ge yuè


  下个月


  this year


  jīnnián


  今年


  last year


  qùnián


  去年


  next year


  míngnián


  明年


  in...days


  ...tiān yǐhòu


  ⋯天 以后


  in...weeks


  ...xīngqí yǐhòu


  ⋯星期 以后


  in..months


  ...yuè yǐhòu


  ⋯月 以后


  in...years


  ...nián yǐhòu


  ⋯年 以后


  ...weeks ago


  ...(ge) xīngqí yǐqián


  ⋯(个) 星期 以前


  two weeks ago


  liăng ge xīngqí yǐqián


  两个星期以前


  day off


  xiūjiàrì


  休假日


  


  1.3 What time is it?


  What time is it?


  Jǐdiǎn (zhōng) le?/Shénme shíhoule?


  几点(钟)了／什么时候了?


  It’s nine o’clock.


  Jiǔ diǎn.


  九点


  five past ten


  shí diǎn wǔfēn


  十点五分


  a quarter past eleven
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