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      “This is a fascinating exploration of the deep history of human migrations around the planet. Drawing from evidence systematically and irrationally dismissed by many of the professional archaeologists, Lehrburger shares his path of discovery, his pioneering field research, and his heartfelt observations about the peopling of the Americas. Clearly, there is a truer story here that has been right under our noses all along.”

      JOHN MAJOR JENKINS, AUTHOR OF MAYA COSMOGENESIS 2012 AND DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR 2012 STUDIES

      “Carl Lehrburger’s comprehensive documentation of the dizzying number of ancient petroglyphs, artifacts, and sites in the Americas is stunning. This work proves beyond any doubt that many cultures from around the world came to the Americas and permanently left evidence of their extensive knowledge in the rocks and people who inhabited this land.”

      SCOTT WOLTER, FORENSIC GEOLOGIST, AUTHOR, AND HOST OF THE POPULAR TV SERIES AMERICA UNEARTHED

      “Threatening to topple the ‘archaeopriests’ who still think Columbus discovered America, Lehrburger strikes at the heart of the matter with his New History. An intimate and brilliantly illustrated journey back to the time of ancient sky-watchers . . . a game-changing work.”

      SUSAN B. MARTINEZ, PH.D., AUTHOR OF THE MYSTERIOUS ORIGINS OF HYBRID MAN

      “Impressive insights into the spirituality of ancient stargazers abound in Carl Lehrburger’s compelling, personally guided tour of archaeological sites from Stonehenge to Newport and from Serpent Mound, Ohio, to the Hindu campsites in the Mojave Desert. Fascinating research by an inquiring mind will inspire those who are curious about the new dimensions of archaeoastronomy and spirituality. Wherever a shaft of sunlight from the winter solstice has shined upon the ancient petroglyphs left by ancient Celtic seafarers in Ireland or along the eastern seaboard, you can bet Carl Lehrburger has been there to record it on camera. His easy-toread compendium of sacred sites and archaeoastronomy is a spectacular, exciting guide for our own journey.”

      GUNNAR THOMPSON, PH.D., ARCHAEOLOGIST, ANTHROPOLOGIST, AND AUTHOR OF AMERICAN DISCOVERY: 
OUR MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE
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        Americans aspire to be a “forward-looking” people, often failing to look back. But if we were to look back in time, at our history, and discover the true story of this land, what would we see? And how different our world, our existence, and our lives would be today . . . and can be tomorrow.
      

      

      
        [image: image]

      
        Major sites of ancient discoveries in North America described 
in this book
      

    

  
    
      
        INTRODUCTION
      

      Challenging Long-Held Views

      
        I set out to discover a new history of America. This is my story.
      

      
        THE HEART OF THE MATTER

        
          How then to express oneself clearly? By image and by myth, as the sages of all times have done.
        

        RENÉ ADOLPHE SCHWALLER DE LUBICZ (1887–1961)*1

        I have always been fascinated with symbols, which, beginning in 1989, became an obsession in my study of ancient North American rock art. Yet, the more I studied, the more convinced I became that many of the petroglyphs and astronomical sites did not make sense if it was assumed that they were created by Native Americans alone, free from any outside influences, as established archaeology tells us. For some time now I have intended to write a chronicle of discovering a “New History” of America, as a record of what really happened, including the events lost or intentionally left out of the American creation myth that begins with “Columbus discovered America.” Thus, I began journaling, inspired by the ancient writers of old.

        In the decades that followed, I read many books, visited hundreds of known and newly discovered archaeological sites, investigated claims by previous researchers, and became educated on the subject by meeting and collaborating with other researchers. All this resulted in a level of understanding that compelled me to write about these places, the guides I encountered, and the true stories behind historical events that have developed into what is now known as the New History of America; that is, I came to the conclusion that before Columbus’s arrival this land had many, many visitors from the Old World. Phoenicians, Chinese, Celts, Africans, Indus Valley peoples, Hebrews, Romans, and others—I believe they were all here. Thus, the New History confronts the old historical paradigms, stories, and myths that, as I will demonstrate, were established to disguise an authentic past.

        The New History as told in this book starts with two stories about Columbus. The first is the “usual story” we heard in school as children—that he thought the world was flat and that he believed he landed near the China of the great khan and that he accidentally discovered America. Based on this story, he was honored with his own special national holiday, not only in the United States, but also in all of Latin America and Spain. This is the legacy that we inherited. The “real story,” however, is very different. He knew where he was going and why. Then it highlights his lies about his slave trading and, most horrific of all, his cold-blooded, self-justified genocide of an entire Indian nation.

        Following the stories of Columbus comes my journey of inquiry and enlightenment, which begins with an examination of some of the pioneers of the New History, which is largely based on the rock art, inscriptions, and artifacts left by the ancients. The New History I uncovered, complemented by the historical record and well documented by the research of others, reveals the travels and settlements of the pre-Spanish explorers, miners, immigrant settlers, and teachers who made it to the Americas. They left their marks carved in stone for us to discover, to know they were here. Those artifacts convey more than most of us can imagine or give them credit for. These teachings, prayers, cosmologies, and remembrances are keys to demonstrating a greater awareness of what it means to be an American and what it means to be human.

        This is the story of ancients in America. It is also our story because what we think matters. What we believe matters. It truly makes a difference if our thoughts and beliefs are built on truths or on lies that are at odds with what actually occurred and what is real. The loss of our true history is akin to the absence of our memory. How can one possibly comprehend our inner nature and purpose without memory? The heart of the matter is our consciousness and awareness, for without them we are unable to discern the purpose of life. But how do we awaken from a thousand-year-long sleep; how do we restore a healthy memory from a situation of amnesia?

      

      
        THE OLD HISTORY: ARE WE LIVING IN FLATLAND?

        The Old History has been established and maintained to sustain self-serving educational institutions and economic power structures invested in economic exploitation and dominion over nature and, often, over other human cultures. Thus, while a New History challenges the Old History, the idea that we’ve been living in a lie, populated by participants who remain asleep, is hardly new and was first presented to me in Edwin A. Abbott’s Flatland, a great but little book published in 1884. The place called Flatland was a two-dimensional world composed of only length and width; that is, until the main character discovered the third dimension: height. But to his amazement, no other Flatlander believed him. In spite of his tireless efforts at explaining the mathematics, the destitute hero was destined for prison and lamented:

        Hence I am absolutely destitute of converts, and, for aught that I can see, the millennial Revelation has been made to me for nothing. Prometheus up in Spaceland was bound for bringing down fire for mortals, but I—poor Flatland Prometheus—lie here in prison for bringing down nothing to my countrymen. Yet I exist in the hope that these memoirs, in some manner, I know not how, may find their way to the minds of humanity in Some Dimension, and may stir up a race of rebels who shall refuse to be confined to limited Dimensionality.1

        There was no escaping the dogma of his peers for the revolutionary Flatlander who wasted away in prison. Indulge me, reader; can you name any real people who have wasted away in prison, or worse, for trying to bring in a new way of thinking?

        Beyond the Greek mythological story of Prometheus, there are historical characters such as Socrates, who was forced to commit suicide for “seducing the minds of the youth of Athens.” Also from ancient Athens comes Plato’s story of the Cave, in which he suggested that shadows cast by candlelight were like our perceptions of reality. Almost two millennia later Nicolaus Copernicus refrained from publishing his On the Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres until he was on his deathbed in 1543 because, as taught by the Catholic Church, Europeans believed Earth was the center of the universe.

        After the death of Copernicus, Galileo Galilei became a proponent of the heliocentric view and championed the Copernican revolution, which was met with great controversy. Despite the irrefutable evidence of his telescopic observations and his prominence as a physicist, mathematician, astronomer, inventor, and philosopher, Galileo was condemned by the churchmen and scientists of his day and denounced to the Roman Inquisition. The Catholic Church rebuked the sun-centered solar system as “false and contrary to scripture,” and Galileo was convicted by the Inquisition of heresy and forced to recant.

        While the greatest scientist of his day was then forced to spend the rest of his life under house arrest, his contemporary, Giordano Bruno, was not so fortunate. Sentenced to be burned alive at the stake, bravely he pronounced, “Perchance you who pronounce my sentence are in greater fear than I who receive it.” He was burned alive at the stake. The numerous charges against him included holding opinions contrary to the Catholic Church and erroneous opinions about the cosmos, Christ, the Trinity, and the Incarnation. He was also convicted of dealing in magic and divination and denying the virginity of Mary. Before the fire was lit, when an image of “Our Savior” was presented to him he turned away. Then, according to a notice in the Torture Museum in Siena, Italy, a block that had protruding spikes was forced into his mouth to permanently silence both his opinions and screams while he slowly died on the pyre.
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        Fig. I.1. Giordano Bruno seeking the pardon of Pope Clement VIII. Bruno was
burned at the stake for his heretical views by the Inquisition in 1600 after seven
years’ imprisonment and a lengthy trial. ( The Trial of Giordano Bruno by the
Roman Inquisition, bronze relief by Ettore Ferrari, Campo de’ Fiori, Rome.)

(Photo © Marie-Lan Nguyen/Wikimedia Commons)

        What was remarkable about these persecutions was the fact that the heliocentric view, as I will document in chapter 17, was not new at the time and had been understood for a thousand years before. Thus, Copernicus and Galileo actually rediscovered what had previously been known since before the Catholic Church was founded.

      

      
        THE ARCHAEOPRIESTS

        The stories of the Promethean Flatlander, Socrates, Plato, Galileo, and Bruno all convey a sense of dismay. How can society present something called the rational, yet act irrationally? How can something be said to be factual, yet be contrary to the facts? In the context of our topic of the New History, how can history be stated as an accurate accounting of the past when the ancient records dispute and disprove such an accounting?

        It is easy to conclude that efforts to change long-held belief systems will be met with opposition. The subject at hand, a New History of America that starts with a new look at Columbus’s so-called discovery, reinforces the view that society will challenge and resist change.

        So who are the proponents and enforcers of the Old History? Can we put a name to deception and blind ignorance? Words will always fall short, but in the context of my story, such antagonists to progress can be called the archaeopriests. The word itself reduces the control of American history over time to two self-serving institutions: the church and the academic/anthropological/ scientific “priesthood.” In regard to outside contacts with the Americas they are isolationists, believing the Americas were largely isolated from global influences. Opposed to them are the diffusionists, of whom I am one.

      

      
        LANDING OF THE DIFFUSIONISTS

        I must confess that over many decades I thought quite incorrectly that we were on the verge of a great leap forward, where a New History would shed light on the Old History. After reading America B.C. by Barry Fell in 1986 (published in 1976) and American Discovery by Gunnar Thompson in 1996 (published in 1994) I was confident that the old paradigm would soon crumble. This seemed especially likely after reading a January 2000 Atlantic Monthly magazine article titled “The Diffusionists Have Landed.” While the article conceded that the archaeopriests retained the upper hand, it suggested a coming renaissance by raising fundamental questions not addressed by archaeologists.

        The independent inventions theory, also referred to as the isolationist theory, is the idea that North America’s natives evolved free from cross-cultural influences and advanced internally until Columbus arrived. On the other hand, diffusionism, as advanced by Barry Fell, Gunnar Thompson, William McGlone, and others, bases its ideas on the premise that cultures came in from the outside to influence myths, artistic traditions, languages, and other cultural traits, as demonstrated by evidence left by transoceanic cultures. While it is now universally accepted that Norse settlers were in Newfoundland at least a thousand years ago, the mainstream archaeopriests vehemently oppose claims that they had any influence on the American Indians or that there was any other significant pre-Columbian New World contact. However, Mark K. Stengel, in the Atlantic article, wrote:

        To many, the inventionists have clearly gained the upper hand, having marshaled shards, spear points, and other relics that indicate the independent cultural development of a native people whose Ice Age ancestors came overland from Northeast Asia. Still, the diffusionists have a habit of raising awkward questions—questions that even some mainstream scholars find hard to ignore, much less to explain away. Who carved Phoenician-era Iberian script into a stone found at Grave Creek, West Virginia? How did a large stone block incised with medieval Norse runes make its way to Kensington, Minnesota? Why would a rough version of the Ten Commandments appear in Old Hebrew script on a boulder-sized tablet near Los Lunas, New Mexico? Conversely, how could the sweet potato, known to be indigenous to the Americas, have become a food staple throughout Polynesia and the Pacific basin as early as A.D. 400?2

        Stengel’s list goes on and on, yet the act of suppressing history is so insidious that it would not occur to the normal person that it has been happening. The conundrum is confounded by the many hoaxes and frauds that have been perpetuated over the centuries with fake artifacts. These have proved to be an obstacle to serious investigations and a source of discredit to many well-intended diffusionists. Equally disheartening, uncritical and often erroneous reporting of discoveries by diffusionists has created a disincentive for archaeologists to seriously evaluate promising and legitimate evidence of an Old World presence in America before Columbus.

        Fortunately, there are an increasing number of books and articles documenting aspects of the New History, and the Internet has tremendously advanced access to information and independent research. Today, I believe we are in the same sort of transitional stage of acceptance for the New History that Europe went through in the debates over heliocentrism. However, there are many obstacles to overcome, one of which, in a double sense, could be called an ethnocentric problem.

        In the bitter battles challenging the “Columbus discovered America” myth, anthropologists and many Native Americans have suggested that the diffusionist approach is insulting to Native Americans because it claims that “they didn’t do it all themselves.” In addition, the diffusionists’ stance deliberately challenges long-held views within the mainstream academic institutions while also denigrating the economic and religious interests of the institutions that benefited from the conquest. The legacy of the myth that Columbus discovered America is an Old History that glorifies and justifies conquest, a policy that continues into the twenty-first century. To examine these issues and the subversion of our history, let’s begin with the myth of Columbus and then explore what remains of the visitors who came before him.

      

    

  
    
      
        1
      

      Two Stories of Columbus

      
        Truth must be our guiding light, because history sets the very tone and direction of our society, and only a truthful society can effectively meet the challenges that lie ahead. A society that denies the truth about its past will never be free to face the realities of the future; it will always have its feet mired in a false identity.
      

      GUNNAR THOMPSON, AMERICAN DISCOVERY

      
        DISCOVERING A NEW HISTORY

        I begin by noting that nobody, most notably this writer, can discover the New History by himself or herself. Before me there have been many notable and revealing people presenting the New History, emphasizing that Columbus did not discover America, our history books are false, and our identity as a nation is contrived.

        Among the significant efforts that span centuries, Thompson’s American Discovery is among the most comprehensive and reader friendly. Unlike other leading New History proponents who are not trained in archaeology, Thompson is a professional anthropologist with a doctorate from the University of Illinois who has served on the faculties of seven universities. In his American Discovery, he articulates the New History of America—that America was known throughout the ancient world and that our shores were busy ports for visiting explorers, miners, settlers, and those seeking a new life.

        According to Thompson, the lack of knowledge by the American public of Columbus in light of the New History has its reasons. In the following excerpt, he discusses some of these reasons and explains why academics and institutions like the National Geographic Society and the Smithsonian Institution have continued to ignore the New History.

        The reasons are academic nepotism and ethnocentric bias. Most historians and anthropologists are loyal to a doctrine of cultural isolation that was originally promulgated by a medieval religious fraternity. During the 1800s, the Columbian Order promoted the ethnocentric belief that Columbus was chosen by God to bring the first Christian civilization to America. Although the modern scholars abandoned the religious premise of American discovery, they adhered to the belief that no significant voyagers preceded Columbus to the New World. This belief is often referred to as “The Monroe Doctrine of Cultural Isolation.” Because of this doctrine, establishment scholars automatically dismiss evidence of pre-Columbian cultural diffusion as heresy. The resulting academic myopia is a clear indictment of scholars who claim that their beliefs are based on scientific principles.1

        Yet, as of this writing, academics and institutions like the Smithsonian have prevailed in keeping the Columbus myth alive and presenting the Old History as fact. Thompson’s work is more fully described in chapter 15.

      

      
        THE USUAL STORY OF COLUMBUS

        We have all heard the usual story of Columbus and how he completed four voyages to the Americas between 1492 and 1504, thereby igniting the colonization and exploration of the Americas by Europeans. We are also told that he thought he had landed in the islands that abutted what was then known as the East Indies, so he named the natives Indians. The four voyages of Columbus took place during a thirteen-year period:

        First voyage: 1492–1493

Second voyage: 1493–1496

Third voyage: 1498–1500

Fourth voyage: 1502–1504

        As for America, it was named after the little-known Amerigo Vespucci, who sailed farther along the South American coast than Columbus and so was the first to positively identify the new land as a continent. However, the veneration of Columbus as “first discoverer” and what are believed to be his ideals dates back to colonial times and has been interwoven into our cultural history ever since. For example, the name Columbia instead of America first appeared in 1738 in a weekly publication of British Parliament debates that was then sent over to the colonies.
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        Fig. 1.1. First Landing of Columbus on the Shores of the 
New World

(Painting by Dióscoro Teófilo de la Puebla Tolin)

        Following the American Revolution, the use of Columbus as the founding figure of the New World nations and the use of the word Columbia, or simply the name Columbus, spread rapidly as numerous cities, towns, counties, and streets were named after him. Today, in academic vocabulary, a lasting commemoration of Columbus is the term “pre-Columbian,” which is routinely used to refer to the peoples and cultures of the Americas before his arrival.

        Writing in the October 2009 issue of Smithsonian, Edmund S. Morgan, Ph.D., Sterling Professor emeritus of Yale University, gave an introduction to the legacy of Christopher Columbus: “Columbus surely expected to bring back some of the gold that was supposed to be so plentiful. The spice trade was one of the most lucrative in Europe, and he expected to bring back spices. But what did he propose to do about the people in possession of these treasures?”2

        Columbus and Spain’s King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella had expected to take dominion of the newly discovered lands, but what might they offer that would ease the process? If it was deemed necessary to rule by force, what would justify such a strategy? Morgan’s answer reflects the historical truth:

        The answer is that they had two things: they had Christianity and they had civilization. . . . Christianity has meant many things to many men, and its role in the European conquest and occupation of America was varied. But in 1492 to Columbus there was probably nothing very complicated about it. He would have reduced it to a matter of corrupt human beings, destined for eternal damnation, redeemed by a merciful savior. Christ saved those who believed in him, and it was the duty of Christians to spread his gospel and thus rescue the heathens from the fate that would otherwise await them. . . . The superior clothing, housing, food, and protection that attached to civilization made it seem to the European a gift worth giving to the ill-clothed, ill-housed and ungoverned barbarians of the world.3

      

      
        THE REAL STORY OF COLUMBUS EMERGES

        A much different story of Columbus begins in the city of Toledo, located in the center of what became a united Spain in the early fifteenth century. Occupied since the Bronze Age, it had become an important commercial and administrative nexus for the Roman Empire. After its fall to the Visigoths, Toledo served as their capital until the Moors conquered it in A.D. 712. During the following centuries, there were many revolts and many rulers as its population became largely Muladi, a mixture of Arab, Berber, and European ancestry, who were brought up in the Arab culture. Thus, Toledo became the center of la convivencia—the peaceful coexistence of Jews, Christians, and Muslims. Then in 1085 it became the first city taken in la reconquista of Spain by the Christian forces led by Alphonso VI of Castile.

        After the conquest, Toledo continued to be a major cultural center, in part because its twenty-eight Arabic libraries were not pillaged. Thus, a center was established where books were translated from Arabic or Hebrew into Spanish by Muslim and Jewish scholars and then from Spanish into Latin by Castilian translators. This allowed long-lost knowledge to spread through Christian Europe, and the results were major advances in medicine, mathematics, art, astronomy, and geometry—but not in geography.

        It was in Toledo that Christopher Columbus and his brother Bartolomeo (or Bartholomew) set up a cartographic studio, and around 1490 they drew a map, but this was not a map of the world as they knew it to be. Christopher and his brother who followed him knew they were not going to sail to China, as the Old History tells us. Why? There were more than a few reasons.
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          Fig. 1.2. Map drawn by the Columbus brothers ca. 1490,
in the Lisbon workshop of Bartolomeo and Christopher Columbus.
(Wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Columbus)
        

        First, they would have known the world was not flat, contrary to what has been commonly thought and taught in the modern West. A 1945 pamphlet issued by the British Historical Association, which was an organization dedicated to educating teachers, suggested that this was the second of twenty of the most common errors that were taught to schoolchildren.

        Historian James Hannam explained:

        The myth that people in the Middle Ages thought the earth is flat appears to date from the seventeenth century as part of the campaign by Protestants against Catholic teaching. But it gained currency in the nineteenth century, thanks to inaccurate histories such as John William Draper’s History of the Conflict between Religion and Science (1874) and Andrew Dickson White’s History of the Warfare of Science with Theology in Christendom (1896). Atheists and agnostics championed the conflict thesis for their own purposes, but historical research gradually demonstrated that Draper and White had propagated more fantasy than fact in their efforts to prove that science and religion are locked in eternal conflict.4

        Another historian, Jeffrey Burton Russell, claims that “with extraordinary [sic] few exceptions no educated person in the history of Western Civilization from the third century B.C. onward believed that the earth was flat.”5 The myth that the ancients thought the Earth was flat was largely an invention of the nineteenth century.6

        Still another historian, Jack Weatherford, added, “The Egyptian-Greek scientist Eratosthenes . . . already had measured the circumference and diameter of the world in the third century B.C. Arab scientists had developed a whole discipline of geography and measurement, and in the tenth century A.D., Al Maqdisi described the earth with 360 degrees of longitude and 180 degrees of latitude. The Monastery of St. Catherine in the Sinai still has an icon—painted 500 years before Columbus—that shows Jesus ruling over a spherical earth.”7

        Second, Columbus would have known about the New World because of his access to both Viking and Arab maritime maps. His wife was Felipa Perestrello, whose family had intermarried with the Drummond-Sinclair family of the famous Henry Sinclair, prince of the Orkney Islands (located north of Scotland). Legend says that Sinclair had set sail a century earlier from Norway to explore the New England coastline and establish a colony in the Americas.8

        If this were true, surely details of his voyages would have been available to Columbus through his wife’s family. However, more important, there were The Saga of Erik the Red and Greenlander and Icelandic stories and texts about the eleventh-century Vinland colonies.9

        Third, Columbus knew how to get to the Americas because, in addition to Viking maps and information gleaned from his famous in-laws, Columbus and his brother would have seen Arabic and other charts that depicted the New World as they searched the libraries in Toledo for other maps to copy from. That these were in foreign languages would not have been a problem. Although Columbus was not a scholar, he nevertheless could speak and read Italian, Latin, Portuguese, Spanish, and perhaps Catalan, skills learned through collecting more than fifty thousand books by the time of his death. If he couldn’t read the maps himself, the libraries had translators, including Jewish scholars, who could. Moreover, he had sailed in Portuguese ships engaged in the slave trade to the Gold Coast of Africa, and these ships, because of the trade winds, had to perform the volto do mar (“turn of the sea” or “return from the sea”) to get back to Europe. Thus he knew the trade winds would take him west to the new lands.

        
          [image: image]

        
          Fig. 1.3. Chart of Atlantic Ocean currents and winds used by
early Portuguese explorers during Henry the Navigator’s lifetime,
ca. 1430–1460, to perform the volto do mar maneuver.10
        

        Incidentally, in 1488, Columbus first approached the king of Portugal with his proposal for a cross-ocean voyage. However, the ruler was uninterested, especially after Bartolomeu Dias rounded the Cape of Good Hope in 1488 in search of an eastern route to China, which was finally found in 1513.

        Fourth, Columbus knew how much food to take—thirty days’ worth. And, at the end, where did the “Admiral,” as he called himself in his logs, get his map, before any land had been sighted? We read from his diary: “25 September 1492 Very calm this day; afterwards the wind rose. Continued their course west till night. The Admiral held a conversation with Martin Alonzo Pinzon, captain of the Pinta, respecting a chart, which the Admiral had sent him three days before, and in which it appears he had marked down certain islands in that sea; Martin Alonzo was of opinion that they were in their neighborhood, and the Admiral replied that he thought the same.”11

        Columbus routinely falsified the distances he traveled each day so the crew would not think they were so far from Spain. On a larger scale, it is rather farfetched that the experienced navigator made a “mistake” in his calculations, as often claimed, by using the 1,480-meter Italian “mile” for the longer 2,177-meter Arabic “mile.”12 This gave him control over any maps that would be made from his notes. For example, in a diary entry from the same date, he wrote, “They sailed . . . four leagues and a half west and in the night seventeen leagues southwest, in all twenty-one and a half: told the crew thirteen leagues, making it a point to keep them from knowing how far they had sailed; in this manner two reckonings were kept, the shorter one falsified, and the other being the true account.”13

        Fifth, another deception was that he was going to meet the great khan of the Moguls. This was the name Europeans applied to a number of nomadic groups who at one time had almost conquered them, so, with this in mind, the king and queen gave Columbus a letter to give to him. Unlike most Europeans, Columbus could have learned from the Arabs and Jews who traded overland with China that the Moguls had ceased to rule in 1368 and had been replaced by the native Chinese Ming dynasty. As Weatherford commented in Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World:

        With so many empires striving to maintain the illusion of the [evil] Mongol Empire in everything from politics to art, public opinion seemed obstinately unwilling to believe that it no longer existed. Nowhere was the belief in the empire longer lasting or more important than in Europe, where, in 1492, more than a century after the last khan ruled over China, Christopher Columbus convinced the monarchs Isabella and Ferdinand that he could . . . sail west from Europe across the World Ocean and arrive in the land described by Marco Polo.14
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        Fig. 1.4. Handwritten notes by Columbus inscribed in the
Latin edition of Marco Polo’s book Le livre des merveilles du monde.

        In fact, Columbus carried Polo’s volume with him on his voyage, well annotated with his own notes.

        Sixth, what was Columbus going to give the khan? This is a good question, because he only carried cheap trinkets, hawk bells, and little colored-glass beads; these were hardly presents for a great ruler, but they were what he would have seen in Africa that attracted “uncivilized” primitive peoples.

        Seventh, if the khan had still ruled, what would his reaction have been to Columbus’s staking a claim on his islands, killing and enslaving his people, and taking their (his) gold?

        Eighth, how much were Isabella and Ferdinand aware of these details? Probably not at all. They were openly disappointed upon Columbus’s return because there was so little gold and no spices to show for the voyage. Thus, to get funding for a second voyage (and a third and a fourth), Columbus had to make them believe that he had landed on the outer fringe islands of the khan’s empire.

        Researcher Wade Frazier wrote:

        Columbus was so intent on saying that he found Asia that he engaged in a bizarre act in Cuba. In June 1494, after sailing along the Cuban coast for a month, he compelled his crew to swear that Cuba was not an island but was in fact, “the mainland of the commencement of the Indies.” He made his crew swear out a notarized statement to that effect, and told them they were subject to a “penalty of 10,000 maravedis and the cutting out of the tongue that each one hereafter should say contrary.” He also threatened whippings. Columbus’s hagiographers again have a difficult time explaining such behavior, which was possibly to fulfill royal objectives to search for Asia. If Columbus could dot that “I” he could go back to Española and keep looking for gold.15

        Ninth, another reason that Ferdinand and Isabella were deceived was the “discovery” of two “conflicting” tribes living on the islands, which were supposedly on the outer fringe of the khan’s empire, and who matched the thirteenth-century descriptions of Marco Polo and the fourteenth-century “journals” of “Sir John Mandeville.” (This was a fictional character who, for hundreds of years, was thought to be a real person, although now the writings, whose authorship is uncertain, have been shown to be a compendium of previous travel works).16

        In the log of his initial voyage, Columbus spoke of meeting one of the two tribes, the peaceful Arawaks, a people seemingly still living in a “Golden Age.” Morgan, in his article in Smithsonian, describes the island and its inhabitants and imagines Columbus’s reaction. He writes that Mandeville had “told of an island where the people lived without malice or guile, without covetousness or lechery or gluttony, wishing for none of the riches of this world. They were not Christians, but they lived by the golden rule. A man who planned to see the Indies for himself could hardly fail to be stirred by the thought of finding such a people.”17

        Previously, Marco Polo had written about a very different tribe:

        When you leave the island of Java and the kingdom of Lambri, you sail north about one hundred and fifty miles, and then you come to two islands, one of which is called Nicobar. On this island they have no king or chief, but live like beasts. They go all naked, both men and women, and do not use the slightest covering of any kind. They are idolaters. They decorate their houses with long pieces of silk, which they hang from rods as an ornament, regarding it as we would pearls, gems, silver, or gold.18

        It didn’t seem to matter to Columbus’s contemporaries that the island of Nicobar had been known since the days of Ptolemy, more than a thousand years before, and was north of Java and part of the Andaman Islands in the East Indian Ocean, thousands of miles from where Columbus “supposed” he had landed. Nor was there a concern—given future developments—that Columbus’s description of some of the supposed inhabitants ended on a rather ominous note that signaled his absolute, unquestioned dominion:

        
          
            October 11–12, 1492: As I saw that they [the Indians] were very friendly to us, and perceived that they could be much more easily converted to our holy faith by gentle means than by force, I presented them with some red caps, and strings of beads to wear upon the neck, and many other trifles of small value, wherewith they were much delighted, and became wonderfully attached to us. Afterwards they came swimming to the boats, bringing parrots, balls of cotton thread, javelins, and many other things, which they exchanged for articles we gave them, such as glass beads, and hawk’s bells; which trade was carried on with the utmost good will. But they seemed on the whole to me, to be a very poor people. They all go completely naked, even the women, though I saw but one girl. . . . Some paint themselves . . . with such colors as they can find. . . . Weapons they have none, nor are acquainted with them. . . . It appears to me that the people are ingenious, and would be good servants and I am of the opinion that they would very readily become Christians, as they appear to have no religion. They very quickly learn such words as are spoken to them. If it pleases our Lord, I intend at my return to carry home six of them to your Highnesses, that they may learn our language.
            
            19
            

        

        But teaching the Natives Christianity or the Spanish language and clothing them were not the reasons Columbus was there. One often-taught idea is that Isabella pawned her jewels to sponsor the voyage, but what is seldom mentioned is that Columbus was primarily financed by Ferdinand’s financial minister and Italian bankers, with the condition that he had to pay the loans back. Thus, after land was sighted and visited, he explored another island and wrote about what was foremost on his mind while also showing his unconcern for whatever the great khan might think of his appropriations. This tends to reinforce my belief that visiting the lands of Genghis Khan and the Mongol Empire was merely a ruse.

        
          
            October 15, 1492: From this island espying a still larger one to the west, I set sail in that direction and kept on till night without reaching the western extremity of the island, where I gave it the name of Santa Maria de la Concepcion. About sunset we anchored near the cape, which terminates the island toward the west, to inquire for gold, for the natives we had taken from San Salvador told me that the people here wore golden bracelets upon their arms and legs. I believed pretty confidently that they had invented this story in order to find means to escape from us, [Columbus had kept a number of them prisoners, several of whom escaped or were killed while fleeing.] still I determined to pass none of these islands without taking possession, because being once taken, it would answer for all times. . . . But in truth, should I meet with gold or spices in great quantity, I shall remain till I collect as much as possible, and for this purpose I am proceeding solely in quest of them.
            
            20
            

        

        It is ironic that when Columbus returned to the island of Hispaniola on his third voyage, he sensed a hurricane coming and found shelter and warned the new Spanish governor, who ignored him. The result was the sinking of twenty-nine of the thirty ships carrying the first load of treasure back to Spain.

        Thus, during his fourth voyage to the New World, Columbus wrote a letter to the king and queen that summed up his views of the world. He stated, “Gold is the most precious of all commodities; gold constitutes treasure, and he who possesses it has all he needs in the world, as also the means of rescuing souls from Purgatory and restoring them to the enjoyment of paradise.”21

      

      
        THE DYNAMICS OF SLAVERY

        However, with so little gold actually found, Columbus had to come up with some other ideas. In a letter to Luis de Santángel (sometimes spelled de Sant Angel), the finance minister who had helped sponsor his first voyage, Columbus wrote about the certain profits to be made with a second voyage:

        
          
            Another island, I am told, is larger than Hispaniola [Haiti], where the natives have no hair, and where there is countless gold; and from them all I bring Indians to testify to this. To speak, in conclusion, only of what has been done during this hurried voyage, their Highnesses will see that I can give them as much gold as they desire, if they will give me a little assistance, spices, cotton, as much as their Highnesses may command to be shipped, and mastic as much as their Highnesses choose to send for, which until now has only been found in Greece, in the isle of Chios, and the Signoria can get its own price for it; as much lign-aloe as they command to be shipped, and as many slaves as they choose to send for, all heathens.
            
            22
            

        

        There were two rationales for Columbus’s proposed slave dealings with the “heathens.” One was that in 1452 and 1454 two papal bulls by Pope Nicholas V had granted Portugal’s King Alphonso V the right to put Moors and unbelievers into hereditary slavery. The other was his convenient description of the second tribe (the counterparts to the Arawaks), the Caribs, whom he described as being like the Nicobarians*2 that Ptolemy had written about and described later by Frederic J. Mouat in 1863 using phrases from Shakespeare’s Othello (Act I, scene 3):

        
          
            [There is] a race of cannibals, formidable not only to their enemies, but to all who approached their coasts . . . a dreaded “anthropophagi” whose heads do not grow beneath their shoulders.
            
            23
            

        

        While the Arawak people of the Caribbean, which included both the Carib and neighboring tribes, fit the European preconceived idea of the “noble red man” that was derived from Mandeville, Marco Polo, and others, the Carib tribe fit the equally preconceived role of “man-eaters.” Thus, Columbus could circulate stories of them having “dog-like” noses, which would sound reasonable to Europeans who had never seen monkeys. He added that they captured young boys, whom they castrated and fattened up like capons for their feasts.

        However, Morgan’s account fails to mention that Columbus did not distinguish between the two stereotypes when the slave dealings commenced. More important, he failed to mention that there has never been proof that cannibalism existed in the Caribbean, except perhaps for the ritual eating of dead enemies. This would have been somewhat like the ingestion of Christ’s blood and flesh in the Catholic Communion rite or, as in the case of the Andeman Islanders, to prevent their evil spirits from returning to life.

        The curator for the Anthropology Department of the American Museum of Natural History, David Hurst Thomas, in his book Skull Wars: Kennewick Man, Archaeology, and the Battle for Native American Identity, discussed this topic and the opinions of Columbus’s premier biographer, Samuel Eliot Morison (1887–1976):

        In his Pulitzer Prize–winning Admiral of the Ocean Sea, published in 1942, and the subsequent European Discovery of America (1971–1974), the Harvard historian Samuel Eliot Morison uncritically employed Bad Indians to lionize Columbus, his lifelong hero. . . . He portrayed Columbus, in typically stirring language, as “an intrepid mariner and practical dreamer” who met the hardships of land and sea “with stoic endurance.” Among those hardships were the “dreaded man-eating Caribs,” said to live on the island of Dominica, killing and eating all who ventured ashore. One day, Morison relates, the Caribs became so violently ill after eating a Spanish friar that they swore off clerics for good. From that time forth, whenever Spaniards were forced to call at Dominica for water, “they either sent a friar ashore or rigged up the boat’s crew with sacking and the like to fool the natives.”24

        The occasional brutality shown by Columbus and his men toward the Caribs was more than justified, Morison argued, because it was directed at club-wielding children of nature who existed halfway between humanity and animality. In Morison’s view, Columbus was sent to the New World because the Caribs were the antithesis of civilized Europeans. They deserved what they got, and Columbus was just the man to set things straight.

        Even today, similar portraits turn up in books like James Michener’s Caribbean and other historical novels that are sold in tourist traps from Miami to Trinidad. Michener claimed, for example, that there was historical evidence for the life of the two tribes he portrayed.25

        For his slave trade, Columbus clearly had a well-thought-out plan.

        On his second voyage, after capturing a few of them, he sent them in slavery to Spain, as samples of what he hoped would be a regular trade. They were obviously intelligent, and in Spain they might “be led to abandon that inhuman custom, which they have of eating men, and there in Castile, learning the language, they will much more readily receive baptism and secure the welfare of their souls.” The way to handle the slave trade, Columbus suggested, was to send ships from Spain loaded with cattle (there were no native domestic animals on Española), and he would return the ships loaded with supposed Cannibals.26

        Columbus also wrote about the home base he had built for the enterprises he had envisioned.

        
          
            In Hispaniola, in the most convenient place, most accessible for the gold mines and all commerce with the mainland on this side or with that of the great Khan, on the other, with which there would be great trade and profit, I have taken possession of a large town, which I have named the City of Navidad. I began fortifications there, which should be completed by this time, and I have left in it men enough to hold it, with arms, artillery, and provisions for more than a year; and a boat with a master seaman skilled in the arts necessary to make others; I am so friendly with the king of that country that he was proud to call me his brother and hold me as such. Even should he change his mind and wish to quarrel with my men, neither he nor his subjects know what arms are, nor wear clothes, as I have said. They are the most timid people in the world, so that only the men remaining there could destroy the whole region, and run no risk if they know how to behave themselves properly.
            
            27
            

        

        When the Santa Maria ran aground before Columbus left the New World, Guacanagari, the local native leader, gathered his people together and helped the Spaniards salvage their possessions. Columbus again was impressed by such good will, writing they were “so full of love and without greed, and suitable for every purpose, that I assure your Highnesses that I believe there is no better land in the world, and they are always smiling.” Columbus emphasized that Guacanagari “was greatly delighted to see the admiral joyful and understood that he desired much gold.”28

        But when Columbus returned on his second voyage with thirteen hundred settlers, including soldiers and priests, he found the fort in ruins and the bodies of eleven of the thirty-nine men he had left behind. In retaliation, he designed a tribute system. Every native over fourteen was to provide a “hawk’s bell” of gold every three months, which is about the size of a thimble. Upon payment for the gold, the natives were made to wear tokens as proof the gold had been received. When the Spanish found natives without the tokens, they were made examples of by cutting off their hands, resulting in death. Historian Howard Zinn wrote in A People’s History of the United States, “The Indians had been given an impossible task. The only gold around was bits of dust garnered from the streams. So they fled, were hunted down with dogs, and were killed.”29

        It is estimated that about ten thousand natives died handless that way. Other events occurred during the second voyage that are also not well known in our schoolrooms. Columbus had named the small island of Saona to honor a childhood friend from Savona, Michele da Cuneo (who had accompanied Columbus on his second voyage and was also named governor of the island):

        [Cuneo] . . . reported in a letter that Columbus had provided one of the captured indigenous women to him. He wrote, “While I was in the boat, I captured a very beautiful Carib woman, whom the said Lord Admiral gave to me. When I had taken her to my cabin she was naked—as was their custom. I was filled with a desire to take my pleasure with her and attempted to satisfy my desire. She was unwilling, and so treated me with her nails that I wished I had never begun. But—to cut a long story short—I then took a piece of rope and whipped her soundly, and she let forth such incredible screams that you would not have believed your ears. Eventually we came to such terms, I assure you, that you would have thought that she had been brought up in a school for whores.”30

        By the time of Columbus’s third voyage, a few of the islands had been heavily settled and more gold had been found and was being mined. However, Cuneo had advanced and had been replaced as governor, and Columbus was shipped back to Spain in chains because of charges made by the settlers. In a letter defending himself Columbus observed, “Now that so much gold is found, a dispute arises as to which brings more profit: whether to go about robbing or to go to the mines. A hundred castellanoes are as easily obtained for a woman as for a farm, and it is very general and there are plenty of dealers who go about looking for girls; those from nine to ten are now in demand.31

        However, the queen wrote Columbus that she did not want her (baptized) subjects sold as slaves. Columbus solved that problem by not baptizing them, for which more than a few churchmen criticized him. But he had witnessed the methods and the profits to be made off the slave trade when he sailed on Portuguese ships to Africa, so he apparently disobeyed the queen, and 560 Indians were shipped off to the welcoming slave markets of that country. But two hundred died, and half of those who remained were ill when they arrived. Of the ones who lived, some were allowed to return, and others were used as galley slaves. The experiment was not continued, and, in fact, soon enough there were almost no Indians to export or work in the mines and on the farms of the Spaniards. In addition, the islands simply did not have that much gold, while Indians who couldn’t deliver their gold quotas and tried to escape into the mountains were hunted down with dogs and killed. In fact, hunting Indians became a “sport,” and their babies were sometimes used to feed the dogs, there being no indigenous animals to supply them with food.

        Morgan comments on the observations of one traveler in the New World: “Peter Martyr could rejoice that ‘so many thousands of men are received to bee the sheepe of Christes flocke.’ But these were sheep prepared for slaughter . . . From a population of 100,000 at the lowest estimate in 1492, there remained in 1514 about 32,000 Arawaks in Española. By 1542, according to Las Casas, only 200 were left. In their place had appeared slaves imported from Africa [beginning in 1513]. The people of the golden age had been virtually exterminated.”32

      

      
        AFTERMATH

        As mentioned, historians have traditionally argued that Columbus remained convinced to the very end that his journeys had been along the east coast of Asia, but Kirkpatrick Sale, author of Christopher Columbus and the Conquest of Paradise, argues that a document in Columbus’s Book of Privileges indicates Columbus knew he had found a new continent. Furthermore, his journals from the third voyage call the “Land of Paria” a “hitherto unknown” possible continent because the volume of water of the Orinoco River could not have come from an island. Thus, it was in this area that he thought the Garden of Eden might be found—that the new continent of South America was the “Earthly Paradise” that was located “at the end of the Orient.” On the other hand, his other writings continued to claim that he had reached Asia, as in a 1502 letter to Pope Alexander VI, where he asserted that Cuba was the east coast of Asia.33

        To sum up his career as an explorer blessed by God to spread Christianity, Columbus began his Book of Prophecies (in Spanish, El libro de las profecías) on the third voyage. Writing between 1501 and 1505, he laid out the events that must occur before the end of the world and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ:

        	Christianity must be spread throughout the world.

          	The Garden of Eden must be found. (Columbus may have thought he found it in Venezuela in 1498, when he eyed the verdant crags of the tupuys of Venezuela.)

          	The Christians must mount a Last Crusade to take back the Holy Land from the Muslims.

          	A new world emperor must be chosen to lead the final crusade against the Muslims, for which Columbus thought the Catholic monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella would be well suited.34

        
These were not new ideas at the time, and apocalyptic medieval writers including Joachim Fiore greatly influenced Columbus. At the end of his life Columbus was infatuated with a vision that placed him at the center of the spread of Christianity and as a precursor to the Second Coming of Christ.

        Besides Book of Prophecies, Columbus wrote Book of Privileges, also begun on the third voyage, which outlined his rights, including 10 percent of the profits of the New World, that had been part of his contract with the king and queen, which had been taken from him after the troubles of his third voyage. Those two books survived in their entirety; however, it is strange that the logs of his voyages did not. These exist only in partial records as recorded by Spanish bishop and historian Bartolomé de Las Casas, who apparently had access to complete copies. Some have pointed to their destruction as being the work of extremists in the Catholic Church seeking to hide the true facts of what happened during the conquest. Las Casas was initially a settler, slave holder, and feudal land owner who received free labor and tribute from Natives in exchange for theoretically protecting them in a system known as la encomienda. However, he eventually was horrified at what was happening and became the Indians’ fierce defender and was responsible for major changes in the laws governing them. In other words, he would have included more about the enslavement of the Indians if more had existed in the logs (and as one can see from the quotations in this chapter, there is plenty there about this sad subject).35

        Moreover, Las Casas would not have known about the influence of the Arabic maps. After 1492 and the expulsion of the Jews, the Inquisition (established in 1481 by Ferdinand and Isabella) took care to eliminate any remaining Moorish influence in Spain. A linguistic imperialism also contributed to this endeavor after Columbus returned from the New World. The bishop of Avila, Antonio de Nebrija, was inspired to present the royal couple with the first Spanish grammar book and advised them, “After Your Highness takes under her yoke many barbarian towns and nations with strange tongues, and with the conquering of them, they will need to receive the laws that the conqueror puts on the conquered and with those, our language.”36

        Looking forward to our time, it does seem that modern America has become that Christian nation that was envisioned by Columbus. Since winning in World War II, the United States has been in a perpetual war, while producing and selling more weapons and devoting resources to war and destruction by a factor many times greater than any other nation. The foreign policy of the country remains focused on domination and economic control. Conquest continues to be the guiding force in the exploitation of resources and the perpetration of a policy of unlimited growth characterized by excessive consumption and waste—the precedent and tradition established by Columbus and his church.

        However, Morgan epitomizes this modern view by rationalizing the conquest of Columbus as a forward march of civilization when he writes, “That the Indians were destroyed by Spanish greed is true. But greed is simply one of the uglier names we give to the driving force of modern civilization.”37

        But there is another tradition and another story of the Americas. There is evidence that the Celts, Romans, Chinese, Egyptians, Africans, Hebrews, Arabs, and many other races and cultures seem to have come here. But where and when? And why is the evidence of their journeys to the Americas not common knowledge today? As I came to learn, their stories are carved on rocks, lead crosses, coins, and many other artifacts, surely demonstrating that many travelers arrived in the Americas long before Columbus.
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      American History ABC

      
        The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes.
      

      MARCEL PROUST

      
        BARRY FELL’S AMERICA B.C.

        It was more out of curiosity than anything else that I read America B.C. by Barry Fell in 1986, eleven years after it had been published. I thought to myself after reading it, “The telling of the New History of America begins with Barry Fell,” because his underlying conclusions were paradigm shifters in light of what I had been taught. Unfortunately, Fell, the most controversial and prolific diffusionist historian in my lifetime, died in 1994.

        Although Fell was a professor at Harvard’s Museum of Comparative Zoology, his first book, America B.C.: Ancient Settlers in the New World, described a history where Columbus was one of the last and not the first explorers to arrive in the Americas. This book was followed by his other books, Saga America: A Startling New Theory on the Old World Settlement of America before Columbus in 1980 and Bronze Age America in 1982.

        What became clear after poring over Fell’s information-packed pages, maps, drawings, and photos was that Old World peoples (Europeans, Indo-Europeans, Chinese, Africans, and others) traveled to the New World for centuries and millennia before the arrival of the Spanish in 1492. He used epigraphy to provide evidence of earlier peoples in the Americas, epigraphy being the study of ancient writing, including inscriptions engraved in stone or other material. Thus, he made translations of Old World inscriptions found in the Americas that included Ogham (or Ogam), Phoenician, and Egyptian hieroglyphs among others.

        
          [image: image]

        Fig. 2.1. Barry Fell’s concepts of diffusionism. A composite drawing by the author of concepts presented in Fell’s books America 
B.C. and Saga America, illustrating his ideas about early transoceanic contacts in the Americas.

        I began to investigate some of Fell’s claims and read other books cited by the Harvard professor. One fascinating artifact he addressed was the Bat Creek Stone, which was discovered in 1889 in an undisturbed mound in Tennessee along the Little Tennessee River. Carved letters on the stone were misidentified by the Smithsonian as Indian markings because, after the discovery was published, it was discovered by Joseph Corey Ayoob and Henriette Mertz that the inscription was published upside down.*3 1 Later, in 1971, Semitic scholar Cyrus H. Gordon, Ph.D., identified this inscription as being written
in Canaanite, and he translated a clear sequence of five letters as meaning “for
Judiah.”2 Yet it is considered a fake by the archaeological community. (This
subject will be returned to in chapter 14.)
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          Fig. 2.2. Map of Atlantic currents.
(Map by U.S. Army, Wikimedia Commons)
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          Fig. 2.3. The Bat Creek Stone, found in Tennessee in 1889 (see also color insert).
The words “for Judiah” are written in Canaanite, according to Semitic scholar
Cyrus H. Gordon. (Photo by Scott Wolter)
        

        Fell’s thesis and the evidence he put forward astounded me at the time.
Since he was able to integrate multiple areas of expertise, including maritime
travel and European and Indo-European history as well as languages and epigraphy,
he opened the eyes of thousands of enthusiasts like me, providing a key
to rethink much of what we had been taught.

      

      
        THE PHOENICIANS IN AMERICA

        In America B.C., Fell suggested that the greatest of the ancient mariners who
crossed the Atlantic long before Columbus were the Phoenicians. They were
of Semitic origin and spoke a language that was of the Canaanite subgroup,
which used alphabetic letters similar to ancient Hebrew.

        There are different theories regarding the earliest Phoenicians. The most
predominant is that they emerged from a wider group known as Canaanites
who had previously populated the land called Canaan, which stretched from modern-day Lebanon, Israel, and the Palestinian territories to the western part of Jordan and southwestern Syria. In the West, this group was called Carthaginians, and the city of Carthage got its name from them when they settled there in 814 B.C. in what is now the northern tip of Tunisia. At the same time, they also established trading posts along the North African coast as far west as Morocco and into southern Spain. The Romans referred to them as the Punis, but this refers only to the Carthaginians in North Africa, who used the Punic dialect and alphabet. The North African center of the western or Carthaginian ethnic stock of the Phoenicians was Carthage.3

        Regarding the Phoenicians, Fell wrote in America B.C.:
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          Fig. 2.4. The alphabet family tree. The Phoenician alphabet is the root
of the modern Western alphabets. (Adapted from S. Khalaf, phoenicia.org.)
        

        In the wake of the Celtic pioneers came the Phoenician traders of Spain, men from Cadix who spoke the Punic tongue, but wrote it in the peculiar style of lettering known as Iberian script. Although some of these traders seem to have settled only on the coast, and then only temporarily, leaving a few engraved stones to mark their visits or record their claims of territorial annexation, other Phoenicians remained here and together with Egyptian miners, became part of the Wabanaki tribe of New England. . . . Descendants of these visitors are also to be found apparently among the Amerindian tribes, several of which employ dialects derived in part from the ancient tongues of Phoenicia and North Africa.4

      

      
        THE PHOENICIAN NEWTON STONE IN SCOTLAND

        The Newton Stone in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, demonstrates a Phoenician influence in northern Europe and can be compared with similar artifacts in North America. On one side of the pillar are faded, bilingual ancient writings in Phoenician and a Celtic script called Ogham, the vowelless writing system that was principally used long ago in the British Isles. On the other side is a design of a snake along with a variant of the barbell-shaped glyph often associated with astronomical phenomena.

        While the translation of the bilingual monument is not conclusively accepted, Lawrence Austine Waddell’s study of the Newton Stone from the 1920s is perhaps the most reliable. He used previous, unsuccessful efforts to help him identify the Phoenician script as Aryan Phoenician, one of the many different forms of the language. Once he began translating, he was able to find strings of personal, ethnic, and place names. His interpretation reads, “This Sun-Cross (Swastika) was raised to Bil (or Bel, the God of Sun-Fire) by the Kassi (or Cassi-bel[-an]) of Kast of the Siluyr (sub-clan) of the “Khilani” (or Hittite-palace-dwellers), the Phoenician (named) Ikar of Cilicia, the Prwt (or Prat, that is “Barat” or “Brihat” or “Brit-on”).”5
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          Fig. 2.5. The Scottish stone pillar with inscription inserted found in Newton.
(© Golux, from Megalithic Portal site, www.megalithic.co.uk.)
        

        I was to discover several dozen good examples of Ogham inscriptions in my journeys throughout the United States, although most were etched horizontally, unlike the Newton Stone.

      

      
        THE BOURNE STONE

        More epigraphic evidence of Phoenicians in America was offered by Fell. He identified an Ogham inscription on Monhegan Island off the coast of Maine to read, “Ships from Phoenicia, Cargo Platform.” According to Fell this was a posted inscription informing Phoenician captains where to load and unload trading vessels. Another artifact that Fell says was likely left in North America by Phoenician sailors is the Bourne Stone from Bourne, Massachusetts, on Cape Cod. It was found in the foundation of a Wampanoag house around 1800 and was later used as the doorstep for a meetinghouse. It is currently on display at the museum of the Bourne Historical Society. Fell interpreted it to read, “A proclamation. Of annexation. Do not deface. By this Hanno takes possession.”6
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          Fig. 2.6. Inscription on the Bourne Stone of Cape Cod, Massachusetts.
The stone weighs three hundred pounds and is 4 by 1.5 feet.
        

        The earliest authenticated Phoenician inscription in the Americas is a tablet in Iberian script discovered in 1838 in a burial chamber at the base of Mammoth Mound, in Moundsville, West Virginia.7 Fell also notes other examples of scripts found in Massachusetts and Oklahoma that were likely employed by Phoenician (Punic) colonists who came from their ancient homelands throughout the Mediterranean.

        A comparison of Phoenician writing circa 800–600 B.C. from what is now Lebanon with the styles of Punic writing from Spain and the Massachusetts Bourne Stone demonstrates the similarities, as can be seen by comparing the letters representing the sounds b, g, and d (figure 2.7).
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        Fig. 2.7. Examples of Punic letters from Phoenicia, Spain, and Massachusetts circa 800–600 B.C. with two tables showing the fifteen-character alphabet described in Fell’s America 
B.C., 161.

        An April 2013 news article from a local Cape Cod newspaper had the headline “Bourne Stone Continues to Baffle the Experts.” The article cited Judy McAlister, director of the Jonathan Bourne Historical Center, who explained that Fell’s translation and the proposed connection with Phoenicia, along with several other theories regarding interpretations of the inscription, are still in vogue. These included the use of Native American and Chinese languages and the runes of the Vikings. For the latter, she noted author Frederick Pohl’s Atlantic Crossings before Columbus, where a Norse language expert from a century ago claims the inscription was related to “Jesus in Heaven.”
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