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Introduction


I am the bull in the china shop


And with all my strength & will


As a storm smashed the teacups


I stood still


My first play was at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 1986 on Infirmary St. It was produced by Leigh Drama Centre. Leigh Drama Centre was home of Pit Prop Theatre. The play was about the eighteen years when the government was my legal parent. It was seen by a few people. At night I roamed the venues of Edinburgh and read my poems wherever I could.


The poems were in a pamphlet which I wrote and published in 1985 called Perceptions of The Pen. I sold a thousand copies by hand and word of mouth. The poems were angry and vulnerable: The truth the truth where is the truth? / The truth is in me and what am I / I’m not me I’m somebody’s lie.


Something had happened to me in the eighteen years since birth. And now I was free of the system and away from its twisted curators I needed to speak. Very little grows in the dark. I had found my light. And though it was a spark enveloped in darkness it was light all the same


In 1988 my poems were published by a brilliant press in West London called Bogle L’Ouverture. In 1995 I used the opportunity of a BBC TV documentary to document my past and search for my father. It is called Internal Flight. In 2002 I was commissioned to write a poem for the World Service seventieth anniversary and wrote a poem about the search for my mother – Listener.


In 2004 the BBC World Service made a documentary about my life on African Perspectives. In 2009 I made a BBC radio documentary called Child of the State in search of the files that had been written throughout my first eighteen years.




In 2012 I spoke at the first TED Talk in the Houses of Parliament. The TED Talk has been viewed over a million times. It is called Child of The State. In 2013 it was mentioned in The House of Lords by Lord Peter Smith. This is documented in Hansard. ‘I recommend that all noble Lords look at the video available on the internet. He talks about his experiences — I know they were a few years ago now — in local authority care. It is an eye-opener. It was an eye-opener for me, and I was supposed to be responsible for that.’


In 2015 I received the files from Donna Hall, the leader of Wigan Council. Much has been redacted. I began proceedings to sue the local government. In 2016 the whole story was sewn together and broadcast on Desert Island Discs on BBC Radio 4. The last insert to those files is my first request to see them in 1985.


A psychologist’s report has been written about the full impact of what happened to me. Too nervous to read the report alone I heard it for the first time on stage at the Royal Court Theatre in June 2017. It was read by actress Julie Hesmondhalgh in The Report. It sold out in forty-eight hours and became national television and print news.


Family is a set of disputed memories between one group of people over a lifetime. I had no one to dispute or confirm the memory of my childhood and that is why, since the moment I left care, I have searched for documentary evidence of what happened. I did not have that proof of what happened, let alone the ability to cope with the consequences.


I guess the last two lines of Something Dark are what I was searching for all along.
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