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SECTION 1

FORTNITE: BATTLE ROYALE: LET’S START WITH THE BASICS

Unless in real life you’ve been living on a deserted island in the middle of nowhere, you probably already know that Fortnite: Battle Royale from Epic Games is one of the most popular games in the world.

[image: images]

You can play this combat-based action/adventure on a PC, Mac, PlayStation 4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, Apple iPhone, Apple iPad, or an Android-based smartphone or tablet. Oh, and best of all, for the most part, playing Fortnite: Battle Royale is free!

Each time you experience any of Fortnite: Battle Royale’s exciting and often intense game play modes, you’ll be in control of a soldier who gets transported to a mysterious island by a flying bus. Joining you on the island will be up to 99 other soldiers, each controlled in real time by a different gamer.
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From the moment you land on the island, you have just one objective—­survival! To achieve this, everyone else on the island needs to be defeated and eliminated from the match. At the end of each match there’s just one winner and a whole lot of losers. There’s no second or third place. You either achieve #1 Victory Royale, or you perish (RIP).
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While you’re doing whatever it takes to outsmart and outlive your enemies, you’ll also need to deal with a deadly storm. This storm forms within moments after you arrive on the island, and then slowly expands and moves, while at the same time ravaging the land, making it uninhabitable. The areas displayed in pink on the island map have already been ravaged by the storm and should be avoided.

As the storm expands, all of the surviving soldiers are forced closer together, until the end of a match, when those who have survived are pushed into a tiny area and must engage in battle.
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A soldier can survive within the storm for short periods of time. For each second they’re caught in the storm, some of their Health HP (which is displayed on their Health meter) get depleted. Once a soldier’s Health meter reaches zero HP, they’ll immediately be eliminated from the match. Shields do not protect a soldier from the storm or from falls.

WHAT IT TAKES TO SURVIVE ON THE ISLAND

Winning a match in Fortnite: Battle Royale requires gamers to engage in a lot more than firefights and battles. In fact, you’ll need to juggle a wide range of tasks, including:

1. Safely exploring the island.

2. Avoiding the deadly storm. Spending time in the storm causes damage to your soldier’s health, so this is not someplace you want to get caught.

3. Harvesting and collecting resources, including wood, stone, and metal.

4. Locating, collecting, and managing your personal arsenal of weapons. Knowing that you’ll soon be facing many enemies, think about if you will need to engage in close-range combat, mid-range combat, or long-range combat, and build up your arsenal accordingly. This is typically determined, in part, by the terrain you’re currently in. As you move around, the terrain changes, as will your arsenal requirements.

5. Finding and collecting plenty of ammunition for the types of weapons you’ll be using. There are five types of ammunition, and each works with different types of weapons. A weapon that runs out of ammunition is worthless.

6. Acquiring and properly using loot items that can help you survive.

7. Managing the inventory in your soldier’s backpack (which only has six slots capable of holding weapons and/or loot items, including your soldier’s pickaxe).

8. Building ramps, bridges, structures, and fortresses using collected resources in order to reach otherwise inaccessible locations, or to provide defensive shielding during attacks.

9. Engaging in combat and firefights with enemy soldiers.

10. Gathering what you’ll need for the End Game, as you enter into the Final Circle.

If you’ll be participating in a Duos, Squads, or 50 v 50 match, for example, you’ll have three additional responsibilities, which include:

• Reviving your partner or squad members who get injured, before their Health meters get fully depleted and they’re eliminated from the match. Remember, you’re rewarded for helping others, just as you’re rewarded for defeating enemies.

• Sharing weapons, ammo, loot items, and resources, as needed, with your teammates.

• Communicating with your partner, squad members, or teammates to coordinate well-timed and expertly planned attacks, while working together to defend yourselves.

This unofficial strategy guide touches on how to successfully handle all of these tasks, so that you’ll survive longer, and with practice, be able to win matches and achieve #1 Victory Royale.
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The focus of Section 3—Finding, Collecting, and Using Loot Items is on teaching you how to use all the different types of loot items your soldier will find on the island, in addition to weapons and ammunition. Shown here is a Small Shield Potion—one of the many powerup loot items you might come across during your adventures. It’s about to be grabbed by this soldier and added to their backpack, so it can be used when it’s needed later during the match.
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As you’ll soon discover, some loot items, like Bandages, are used to help your soldier stay alive longer by replenishing their Health and/or Shield meter. Bandages are used to boost your soldier’s Health meter by 15 HP (up to 100 HP max), but it takes approximately 4 seconds to use this item.
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Some loot items, like a Port-A-Fort, are used as a survival tool. On the left, this is what a Port-A-Fort looks like as a soldier grabs it and adds it to their backpack. On the right is a fully built Port-A-Fort. This item is made of metal, so it offers maximum defensive protection, yet requires no resources (wood, stone or metal) to actually build. When activated, a Port-A-Fort is created almost instantly at the location you select.
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A handful of loot items, like Grenades, serve as explosive weapons that, when used correctly, have the power to defeat enemies and destroy structures or obstacles in your path. Grenades get tossed at their target and detonate upon impact. A soldier can hold up to 10 Grenades within one slot in their backpack. Each type of explosive weapon has pros and cons. For example, Grenades will bounce off solid walls or objects when tossed. If you’re trying to blow up a structure with Grenades, toss them through an open door or window.

Knowing how to expertly find, collect, and ultimately use the loot items that Fortnite: Battle Royale offers is an extremely important element of the game, and one that’ll definitely help you survive longer and defeat more enemies during each match.

FORTNITE: BATTLE ROYALE’S GAME PLAY MODES

One of the things that makes Fortnite: Battle Royale so much fun to play, and extremely challenging, is that it offers several different game play modes.

Three game play modes—Solo, Duos, and Squads—are always available. However, to keep things interesting, Epic Games continuously introduces temporary game play modes, like 50 v 50 or Playground, that offer an entirely different experience.
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Each time you launch Fortnite: Battle Royale, as well as after each match, you’ll find yourself within the Lobby. It’s from here you can handle a wide range of tasks. For example, you can access the Item Shop to purchase outfits and other items used to customize the appearance of your soldier.
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From the Locker, select from the items you’ve previously purchased or unlocked, and then customize your soldier’s appearance, plus choose up to six different emotes they can use during a match to express emotions and personality to everyone around.
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Access this Choose Game Mode menu to select which game play mode you want to experience. With the exception of Solo, Duos, or Squads, all of the other options will change from week to week. Here, Solo mode is selected. To proceed, select the Accept option.

Solo game play mode allows you to enter into a match alone. You’ll be transported to the island, and then must outlive up to 99 other soldiers in order to achieve #1 Victory Royale. This is definitely the most popular game play mode.
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When you participate in a Duos match, you’re able to team up with one online friend (or a gamer selected at random) who will be your partner throughout the match. You’ll need to work together to launch well-timed and expertly planned assaults on your enemies, while constantly protecting each other as you face up to 98 enemy soldiers.
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