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adultery   The result of husbands and wives following the advice of parents, teachers and career advisors. (‘Stop dreaming, start doing.’)



advertising   An art form designed to sell a product or service, by making people identify a hole inside themselves that can be filled by spending money on said product or service. If you are selling a beauty product, make them feel ugly. If you are selling insurance, make them feel unsafe. If you are selling a dream, remind them they are stuck inside a nightmare.



alien   You.



ambition   A state of eternal wanting which arises from a lack of parental love/peer-group acceptance.



animal   Among humans this word generally means any Earth-based animal except one. 



ants   The most technologically adept species on Earth. They don’t need computers. They have twigs, and leaves.



anxiety   An inevitable result of thinking.



app   Boredom avoidance tool with opposite long-term effect.



appearance   The thing you will be judged on.



architecture   On Earth, buildings are all static and stuck to the ground. This is the predominant architectural style. Furthermore, the human geometric imagination is largely limited to simple forms – squares, rectangles, triangles. This species has yet to discover the link between right angles and psychosis, and hence have a lot of anger issues they can’t quite explain.



artist   A human who notices the ridiculousness of being a human and paints, writes, builds, sculpts, films, acts, plays, sings, cries about it.



astrology   Some humans believe that the time of year they are born indicates their personality and fate. This has to do with constellations of stars, which ancient humans decided looked like certain animals and utensils. A human might say ‘I am feeling crabby today because I am a Cancerian,’ or ‘I’m so indecisive because I am a Libran.’ They know there is no scientific basis for this, but both the human partition of time (calendars) and the human partition of space (star patterns) are going to appeal to a species that has no mystery over time or space. Moreover, by believing in astrology humans can not only pretend to tame the chaos of the sky, but also imagine they can tame the anarchy of existence itself.
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cannibal   A human who eats another human. See critic.



capitalism   A failure of love. See economics.



career   An out-dated concept of employment.



cars   On Earth, cars are generally confined to the ground and are reliant on fossil fuel. As a result they make more noise than it takes to launch a spacecraft. In human cities, cars are pointless, as the problems of congestion mean that the average speed in the urban areas is the same as a brisk walk. Yet traffic congestion gives humans a valuable opportunity to moan, and so they take that opportunity wherever they can. Remarkably, cars are non-sentient devices, and have no thoughts or dreams for themselves.



Catholic   The type of Christianity for humans who like warm weather, gold leaf, Latin and guilt. See Protestant.



cat   Like a dog, but smaller, and without the self-esteem issues. See dog.



cell   If you are arrested by the police you are likely to be placed inside a small room known as a cell. A cell is the epitome of human architecture and interior design. All squares and sharp angles, and yet on Earth these rooms are considered much worse than other rooms because a human can’t escape them very easily. Of course, humans can’t escape their planet very easily, and yet that never stops them from worshipping it, so there is a clear contradiction here. See architecture, police.



change   Something humans believe is everywhere, and in their power. ‘I can change the world! I can change my life!’ Ultimately, everything stays the same, but don’t tell a human that.



charity   A useful by-product of guilt.



Christianity   The human’s most popular religion, partly because it gave its followers stories about people who had babies without sex, and who died without dying. It also made sure, via the bible, that there were enough possible interpretations to satisfy every human belief and prejudice. See bible.



church   God is everywhere on Earth, but apparently he is especially in churches so humans go there to talk to him. See Christianity, Protestant, Catholic.



cigarette   A popular but notorious delivery system for getting a plant-derived substance called nicotine into the blood-stream. They are addictive, with a high fatality rate, so you would think you would experience an incredible kind of über-orgasm by inhaling it, as compensation for a shortened life. Sadly, this is not the case. Yet they remain attractive in some circles because of their iconic association with long-dead glamorous movie stars and existential philosophers.



cinema   A place where worship takes place in the dark. See church.



civilisation   The result of humans grouping together and suppressing their instincts.



class   Humans not only need to feel superior to other animals, but also to other humans, which is why they invented the class system. The human class system used to be quite easy to understand. A human was working class if he had to work in a factory, middle class if he didn’t have to work in a factory and upper class if he didn’t have to work at all. Since nowadays no one except robots and people from Indonesia work in factories a new system has developed based around various intricate things such as what humans like to see at the theatre, where they go on holiday, the kind of flooring they have in their kitchen and their opinion on Chardonnay wine.



clean   Even before they knew about bacteria, humans have been obsessed with cleanliness. In the olden days, it just meant keeping their house and body so tidy that if God came around for dinner He would be quite impressed. Now, cleaning involves using a variety of household hygiene products as a way of killing germs and relieving bodily shame.


