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			Student Teaching: The Cooperating Teacher Series

			This series is designed exclusively for cooperating teachers. We like to say, “These are the little instruction books that should have come with the student teacher!” The series acknowledges the cooperating teacher’s important role in the student teaching experience and gives key guidance for effective supervision:

			Book 1: Preparing for a Student Teacher

			Book 2: Coaching a Student Teacher

			Book 3: Evaluating a Student Teacher

			The series is available as a set and as individual books so readers can explore the cooperating teacher role in totality or use the book that meets their current need. Each book offers essential techniques and practical advice. The user-friendly format provides a quick resource for the busy cooperating teacher to use in guiding the student teacher through a successful student teaching experience. 
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			Preface

		

		
			Ask persons in any profession where they learned the most beneficial knowledge in their practice and they will almost universally state that it was in the field with an experienced practitioner. They often tag the experience as the most exciting one too. The same is definitely true of teachers. As a cooperating teacher for the student teaching phase, YOU are the experienced practitioner in whose hands a student teacher has been placed. It is truly an honor!

			However, once the wave of excitement settles, you realize the immense responsibility for the development of your student teacher and consequently his or her future students and the teaching profession as a whole. Your role in student teaching requires more than housing a budding professional and allowing him or her to absorb the tricks of the trade. Guiding a student teacher to the beginning teacher level requires a set of supervisory skills. If you have had little to no training in supervision, you suddenly begin to wonder just how qualified you are for this crucial role of shaping a future teacher.

			We have vowed to try to do something to calm those what-do-I-do-now? anxieties. Wouldn’t it be fantastic if all student teachers came with a little instruction book? Our hope is that you have found your way to this one, which promises to smoothly guide you through your role as cooperating teacher. Little doubt will be left about the supervisory skills that you need to create an exceptional student teaching environment. 

			We started by recognizing that busy teachers do not have time for laborious volumes of print to tell them what to do. Instead, we have digested the research and practice from the field and provide it in a set of brief workable volumes. This is the first of a series of three little instructional books using excerpts from our full text, Supervising Student Teachers the Professional Way, 7th edition. 

			Inside this book, you will find that research and experience are combined and illustrated with handy checklists and bulleted points. There are to-do lists where you can check a box when the task is completed and there are analytical worksheets to use. Each chapter also has a clipped “Note-to-Self” for readers to jot their ideas regarding the topic. The size and setup make each book a practical and useful companion. Of course, you are encouraged to explore additional concepts and practical advice by reading more deeply in the expanded version, but for now, this is a quick access to key points for your important role. 

			We believe that every cooperating teacher has different needs based upon where she or he falls in the timeline of the student teaching experience. Therefore, we have designed the series to focus on the following stages of the cooperating teacher role: the preparation, the coaching, and the evaluation. Cooperating teachers can use each book in the series as a guide for their current situation or use each to provide a heads-up for upcoming supervisory responsibilities. 

			Note our use of certain terminology in the book. We refer to the classroom instructor at the clinic school site as a cooperating teacher (CT). The undergraduate seeking a teaching degree is referred to as the student teacher (ST). The person who represents the university or college in a supervisory role is referred to as the college supervisor (CS). The use of pronouns that refer to men and women in these roles has been met by using “he” and “she” interchangeably.

			We hope you enjoy the cooperating teacher journey as much as we have enjoyed preparing the map for you! 

			Ann Weber and Marvin Henry 
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			Chapter 1

		

		
			How Do I Get Ready?

		

		
			In the few short months of student teaching, a college student completes the final required experience necessary to become a certified teacher. This is the last opportunity to develop the skills and attitudes that will inaugurate a teaching career. This transformation occurs under your watchful eye. You have consented to assume one of the most responsible, influential, and exciting roles in teacher education.



OEBPS/OEBPS/image/Infinity_symbol.jpg





OEBPS/cover.jpeg


OEBPS/OEBPS/image/Figure_1.1.jpg
Note to Self:

v/ CT uses supervisory skills.

v/ A plan for ST responsibilities is essential.

v The class & classroom need to be ready.

v ST requires acclimation to school & community.
v
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