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INTRODUCTION


A FEW WORDS FROM RABBI HARVEY


Hello, my name is Rabbi Harvey. I am so glad you have decided to share The Adventures of Rabbi Harvey with your students.


The stories in this book are inspired by everything from classic Jewish folktales and Hasidic legends to Talmudic teachings and bits of Midrash. These stories are meant to be entertaining and funny. But they also help remind us of precious ethical teachings.


People often ask me: Why use stories to reinforce Jewish ethics? There is a story about this too—a tale told by the Hasidic master Rabbi Jacob Krantz of Dubno, a famous storyteller. Long ago, it seems, Truth used to walk around the streets completely naked. People were shocked and frightened by the sight. They wouldn’t make eye contact with Truth, wouldn’t let their kids near Truth, never invited Truth in for dinner.


So Truth was wandering around, feeling depressed and unloved. Then along came Parable. Parable was decked out in fancy clothes, looking fabulous, drawing admiring looks from everyone in town.


Parable saw the problem Truth was having, and offered some advice. “The trouble is not you,” Parable assured Truth. “It’s your outfit—or rather, your lack of one. You see, people prefer things dressed up a little, sweetened up a bit.”


Truth agreed to try on some of Parable’s fancy clothes. And suddenly everyone was following Truth around, welcoming Truth to weddings, and so on. And the two, Truth and Parable, have been traveling together ever since, inseparable pals, adored wherever they go.


As your students read the stories in The Adventures of Rabbi Harvey, they will notice these two friends, Truth and Parable, appearing together often. Helping young readers find Truth beneath Parable’s fancy dress is part of the fun of sharing these stories.


It seems to me that the best way to use this book is to encourage students to first read the stories simply for enjoyment. Then you can begin discussing the meaning of the tales, the traditional wisdom and teachings behind each story’s action and symbols. Students will begin to see that the lessons in these stories are not just for people in the olden days—they apply to their own lives today as well.


In the pages that follow, you will find background notes on the stories, ideas on getting classroom discussions going, and activities students might enjoy. These discussion questions and activities are aimed at students ages nine to twelve—the perfect ages, I think, for children to really begin digging into these stories.


I hope you will find this guide helpful. Thanks again for sharing this book.
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	MEET RABBI HARVEY




Well-known throughout the West for his wisdom and kindness, Rabbi Harvey’s office is the place people go when they need to have a dispute settled. His role in Elk Spring is similar to the one played by rabbis in Eastern European shtetls centuries ago—and similar to the role of sheriff in Wild West towns as well.


“Meet Rabbi Harvey” is based on a traditional Yiddish folktale. In the original story, all we know about the main character is that he loves to read and study Torah. And we see him use the wisdom gained from this study to outwit a greedy and deceitful traveling merchant.


In addition to the importance of honesty, this story highlights the great value placed on learning in Jewish culture. In fact, as students read traditional Jewish stories, they will notice that characters rely on learning and wisdom far more than on weapons or physical might.


The Talmud tells of a debate between Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva over this question: Which is more important—learning or action? Rabbi Akiva argued that learning is more important. Rabbi Tarfon argued for action, saying that study and wisdom are valuable only when they are put to practical use. The other rabbis who listened to the debate finally decided that learning is more important—when it leads to action. This is probably one of Rabbi Harvey’s favorite Talmudic passages.
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