
		
			[image: 9780762799206.jpg]

	
		
			[image: 43761.jpg]

		
			Birds of Colorado

		

		
			Todd Telander

		

		
			[image: 6784.jpg]

	
		
			To my wife, Kirsten, my children, Miles and Oliver, and my parents, all of whom have supported and encouraged me through the years. Special thanks to Mike Denny for his expert critique of the illustrations.

		

	
		
			[image: 26845.jpg]

		
			Copyright © 2012 Morris Book Publishing, LLC

			Illustrations © Todd Telander

			ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, except as may be expressly permitted in writing from the publisher. Requests for permission should be addressed to Globe Pequot Press, Attn: Rights and Permissions Department, P.O. Box 480, Guilford, CT 06437.

			FalconGuides is an imprint of Globe Pequot Press.

			Falcon, FalconGuides, and Outfit Your Mind are registered trademarks of Morris Book Publishing, LLC.

			Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available on file.

			ISBN 978-0-7627-9920-6

		

	
		
			Contents

		

		
		
			Title Page

			Dedication

			Copyright

			Introduction

			Notes about the Species Accounts

			Bird Topography and Terms

		

			
			NONPASSERINES

			Canada Goose, Branta canadensis

			Snow Goose, Chen caerulescens

			Wood Duck, Aix sponsa

			Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos

			Gadwall, Anas strepera

			American Widgeon, Anas americana

			Northern Pintail, Anas acuta

			Northern Shoveler, Anas clypeata

			Cinnamon Teal, Anas cyanoptera

			Blue-winged Teal, Anas discors

			Green-winged Teal, Anas crecca

			Canvasback, Aythya valisineria

			Redhead, Aythya americana

			Ring-necked Duck, Aythya collaris

			Lesser Scaup, Aythya affinis

			Common Goldeneye, Bucephala clangula

			Bufflehead, Bucephala albeola

			Common Merganser, Mergus merganser

			Red-breasted Merganser, Mergus serrator

			Ruddy Duck, Oxyura jamaicencis

			Ring-necked Pheasant, Phasianus colchicus

			Dusky Grouse, Dendragapus obscurus

			White-tailed Ptarmigan, Lagopus leucura

			Greater Sage-Grouse, Centrocerus urophasianus

			Wild Turkey, Meleagris gallopavo

			Pied-billed Grebe, Podilymbus podiceps

			Eared Grebe, Podiceps nigricollis

			Western Grebe, Aechmorphorus occidentalis

			Double-crested Cormorant, Phalacrocorax auritus

			American White Pelican, Pelecanus erythrorhynchos

			American Bittern, Botaurus lentiginosus

			Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodias

			Snowy Egret, Egretta thula

			Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis

			Green Heron, Butorides virensens

			Black-crowned Night-Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax

			White-faced Ibis, Plegadis chihi

			Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura

			Osprey, Pandion haliaetus

			Northern Harrier, Circus cyaneus

			Sharp-shinned Hawk, Accipiter striatus

			Cooper’s Hawk, Accipiter cooperii

			Northern Goshawk, Accipiter gentilis

			Swainson’s Hawk, Buteo swainsoni

			Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo jamaicensis

			Ferruginous Hawk, Buteo regalis

			Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos

			Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus
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			Sora, Porzana carolina

			Sandhill Crane, Grus canadensis

			Killdeer, Charadrius vociferus

			American Avocet, Recurvirostra americana

			Greater Yellowlegs, Tringa melanoleuca

			Spotted Sandpiper, Actitus macularius

			Long-billed Curlew, Numenius americanus

			Common Snipe, Gallinago gallinago

			Wilson’s Phalarope, Phalaropus tricolor

			Bonaparte’s Gull, Chroicocephalus philadelphia

			Ring-billed Gull, Larus delewarensis

			Herring Gull, Larus argentatus

			California Gull, Larus californicus

			Forster’s Tern, Sterna forsteri

			Black Tern, Childonias niger

			Mourning Dove, Zenaida macroura

			Rock Dove (Pigeon), Columba livia

			Band-tailed Pigeon, Patagioenas fasciata

			Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus

			Greater Roadrunner, Geococcyx californianus

			Great Horned Owl, Bubo virginianus

			Burrowing Owl, Athene cunicularia

			Western Screech Owl, Megascops kennicottii

			Common Poorwill, Phalaenoptilus nuttallii

			Common Nighthawk, Chordeiles minor

			Chimney Swift, Chaetura pelagica

			White-throated Swift, Aeronautes saxatalis

			Black-chinned Hummingbird, Archilochus alexandri

			Rufous Hummingbird, Selasphorus rufus

			Belted Kingfisher, Megaceryle alcyon

			Red-headed Woodpecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus

			Lewis’s Woodpecker, Melanerpes lewis

			Red-naped Sapsucker, Sphyrapicus nuchalis

			Downy Woodpecker, Picoides pubescens

			Hairy Woodpecker, Picoides villosus

			Northern Flicker, Colaptes auratus
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			Olive-sided Flycatcher, Contopus cooperi

			Western Wood-Pewee, Contopus sordidulus

			Willow Flycatcher, Empidonax traillii

			Say’s Phoebe, Sayornis saya

			Western Kingbird, Tyrannus verticalis

			Eastern Kingbird, Tyrannus tyrannus

			Loggerhead Shrike, Lanius ludovicianus

			Red-eyed Vireo, Vireo olivaceus

			Warbling Vireo, Vireo gilvus

			Blue Jay, Cyanocitta cristata

			Steller’s Jay, Cyanocitta stelleri

			Western Scrub-Jay, Aphelocoma californica

			Pinyon Jay, Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus

			Clark’s Nutcracker, Nucifraga columbiana

			Black-billed Magpie, Pica hudsonia

			American Crow, Corvus brachyrhynchus

			Common Raven, Corvus corax

			Horned Lark, Eremophila alpestris

			Purple Martin, Progne subis

			Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Stelgidopteryx serripennis

			Violet-green Swallow, Tachycineta thalassina

			Tree Swallow, Tachycineta bicolor

			Barn Swallow, Hirundo rustica

			Black-capped Chickadee, Poecile atricapilla

			Mountain Chickadee, Poecile gambeli

			Bushtit, Psaltriparus minimus

			Red-breasted Nuthatch, Sitta canadensis

			White-breasted Nuthatch, Sitta carolinensis

			Brown Creeper, Certhia americana

			House Wren, Troglodytes aedon

			Marsh Wren, Cristothorus palustris

			Rock Wren, Salpinctes obsoletus

			Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Polioptila caerulea

			American Dipper, Cinclus mexicanus

			Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Regulus calendula

			Golden-crowned Kinglet, Regulus satrapa

			Townsend’s Solitaire, Myadestes townsendi

			Mountain Bluebird, Sialia currucoides

			Western Bluebird, Sialia mexicana

			American Robin, Turdus migratorius

			Hermit Thrush, Catharus guttatus

			Gray Catbird, Dumetella carolinensis

			Northern Mockingbird, Mimus polyglottos

			Brown Thrasher, Toxostoma rufum

			Sage Thrasher, Oreoscoptes montanus

			European Starling, Sturnus vulgaris

			American Pipit, Anthus rubescens

			Cedar Waxwing, Bombycilla cedrorum

			Orange-crowned Warbler, Oreothlypis celata

			Yellow Warbler, Dendroica petechia

			Yellow-rumped Warbler, Dendroica coronata

			Black-throated Gray Warbler, Dendroica nigrescens

			American Redstart, Setophaga ruticilla

			Common Yellowthroat, Geothlypis trichas

			MacGillivray’s Warbler, Oporornis tolmiei

			Yellow-breasted Chat, Icteria virens

			Spotted Towhee, Pipilo maculatus

			Chipping Sparrow, Spizella passerina

			Lark Bunting, Calamospiza melanocorys

			Lark Sparrow, Chondestes grammacus

			White-throated Sparrow, Zonotrichia albicollis

			White-crowned Sparrow, Zonotrichia leucophrys

			Song Sparrow, Melospiza melodia

			Dark-eyed Junco, Junco hyemalis oreganus

			Western Tanager, Piranga ludoviciana

			Northern Cardinal, Cardinalis cardinalis

			Black-headed Grosbeak, Pheucticus melanocephalus

			Blue Grosbeak, Passerina caerulea

			Indigo Bunting, Passerina cyanea

			Western Meadowlark, Sturnella neglecta

			Bobolink, Dolichonyx oryzivorus

			Brown-headed Cowbird, Molothrus ater

			Yellow-headed Blackbird, Xanthocephalus xanthochephalus

			Red-winged Blackbird, Agelaius phoeniceus

			Brewer’s Blackbird, Euphagus cyanocephalus

			Common Grackle, Quiscalus quiscula

			Bullock’s Oriole, Icterus bullockii

			Evening Grosbeak, Coccothraustes vespertinus

			Pine Grosbeak, Pincola enucleator

			House Finch, Carpodacus mexicanus

			Pine Siskin, Spinus pinus

			American Goldfinch, Spinus tristis

			House Sparrow, Passer domesticus
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			Introduction

			Colorado is a region of extremes. The great Rocky Mountains include the Continental Divide, which runs down the state’s center and separates the vast Great Plains on the east from the high, arid plateaus to the west. This geographic diversity provides for an incredible variety and number of bird species, and gives birders a unique opportunity to see western and eastern birds of North America whose ranges intersect here. From high-altitude tundra, montane parks, grasslands, river canyons, and desert sage lands, Colorado supports habitat for resident breeders and seasonal visitors, as well as those passing through on migration to and from South America and Canada. This guide describes the most common birds you are likely to encounter here and includes some that are only found in this area.

		

	
		
			Notes about the Species Accounts

			Order

			The order of species listed in this guide is based on the latest version of the Checklist of North American Birds, published by the American Ornithologist’s Union. In an effort to remain current, I have used the most recent arrangement, so the arrangement of some groups, especially within the nonpasserines, may be slightly different than that of older field guides.

			Names

			For each entry I have included the bird’s common name as well as the scientific name. Since common names tend to vary regionally, or there may be more than one common name for each species, the universally accepted scientific name of genus and species (such as Nucifraga columbiana for Clark’s Nutcracker) is a more reliable identifier. Also, you can often learn interesting facts about a bird from the English translation of its Latin name. For instance, the term Nucifraga derives from the Latin nucis, meaning “nut,” and fraga, meaning “to break.”

			Families

			Birds are grouped into families based on similar traits, behaviors, and genetics. When trying to identify an unfamiliar bird, it is often helpful to first place it into a family, which will limit your search to a smaller group. For example, if you see a long-legged, long-billed bird lurking in the shallows, you can begin your search in the family group of Ardeidae (Herons and Egrets), and narrow your search from there.

			Size

			The size listed for each bird is the average length from the tip of its bill to the end of its tail, if the bird was laid out flat. Sometimes females and males vary in size, and this is mentioned in the text. Size can be misleading if you are looking at a small bird that happens to have a very long tail or bill. It may be more effective to use the bird’s relative size, or judge the size difference between two or more species.

		

		
			Season

			The season provided in the accounts is when the greatest number of individuals occur in Colorado. Some species are year-round residents that breed here. Others may spend only summers or winters in the state, and some may be transient, only stopping during migration in the spring or fall. Even if only part of the year is indicated for a species, be aware that individuals may arrive earlier or remain for longer than the given time frame. Plumage also changes with the season for many birds, and this is indicated in the text and illustrations.

			Habitat

			A bird’s habitat is one of the first clues to its identification. Note the environment where you see a bird and compare it to the description listed. This can be especially helpful when identifying a bird that shares traits with related species. For example, Cattle Egrets and Snowy Egrets are similar, but Cattle Egrets are found in drier fields and pastures, while Snowy Egrets prefer swamps and open water.

			Illustrations

			Illustrations show the adult bird in the plumage most likely to be encountered during the season(s) it is in Colorado. If it is likely that you will see more than one type of plumage during this time, the alternate plumage is shown as well. For birds that are sexually dimorphic (females and males look different), I have usually included illustrations of both sexes. Other plumages, such as those of juveniles and alternate morphs, are described in the text.
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