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  For Frances—

  I wish I had told you how remarkable you were more often.


  “Truth be told, being a grandma is as close as we ever get

  to perfection. The ultimate warm sticky bun with plump

  raisins and nuts. Clouds nine, ten, and eleven.”

  —Bryna Nelson Paston
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  Introduction

  My Grandma Huber was a spitfire, who even into her eighties could haul the air conditioner from the basement to the third floor and install it herself. She spoke fluent Polish and made the best pierogies I’ve ever eaten. Whenever I asked her for the recipe, she always said, “You just use a little of this, and a little of that . . .” (Grandmothers seem to be notorious for not writing down ingredients.)

  Most people in this day and age see their grandmothers only a few times a year, usually during the holidays. I had the good fortune of living with mine in her home at 5 Bergen Street in Garfield, New Jersey, for a few years. The “Huber Hotel” is what she liked to call it after having countless relatives (including one very stern mother-in-law) take up residence there. At that point in my life, I was working during the day and going to graduate school at night. I don’t know what I would have done without the laundry and cooking services that Frances provided, let alone her unwavering encouragement. Even though she didn’t finish high school, I never felt that she begrudged me my education.

  Back then I might have thought how pathetic it was to spend Saturday evenings on the couch with her watching The Golden Girls. Or trying to digest kielbasa at ten o’clock at night. Or having to repeat almost everything I said (she was a little hard of hearing). But those are all things I remember fondly now. There’s something about enduring hardships together that can really bring people close.

  After I moved away, there was a big adjustment for both of us. She used to tell me that every time she heard the train’s whistle on Plauderville Avenue in the evening, she would expect me to bound through the door soon after, hungry for dinner (even the kielbasa). I missed being taken care of by such a warm and sweet person. I guess there’s always a little heartbreak that comes with love.

  My grandmother was a very special person to me, and, even though they might not tell you this very often, I suspect you are likewise very special to your grandchildren. If this book makes you feel some of that specialness, then the many voices captured here have done good service.
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  Chapter 1

  Congratulations, You’re a Grandma!

  Whether this is your first or twenty-first time, becoming a grandmother is a wonderful life-changing experience that can very quickly elevate you to the status of wise, all-knowing one. Here are some words to remind you just how noble and inspiring a figure you are.
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  “When a child is born, so are grandmothers.”

  —JUDITH LEVY
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  “So many things we love are you!”

  —ANNE MORROW LINDBERGH
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  “Becoming a grandmother is wonderful. One moment you’re just a mother. The next you are all-wise and prehistoric.”

  —PAM BROWN
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  “If you would civilize a man, begin with his grandmother.”

  —VICTOR HUGO
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  Grandmothers are . . .

  “moms with lots of frosting.”

  “just antique little girls.”

  “old on the outside, but young on the inside.”

  “a little bit parent, a little bit teacher, and a little bit best friend.”

  “the footsteps to the future generations.”

  “are a delightful blend of laughter, caring deeds, wonderful stories, and love.”

  “wonderful mothers—with lots of practice.”

  “people who make the world a little softer, a little kinder, a little warmer.”

  “mothers who have a second chance.”

  “those who hold our tiny hands for just a while, but our hearts forever.”

  “family members who never run out of hugs or cookies.”
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  “It is as grandmothers that our mothers come into the

  fullness of their grace.”

  —CHRISTOPHER MORLEY
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  “The Queen Mother, with a lifetime’s popularity, seemed

  incapable of a bad performance as national grandmother—

  warm, smiling, human, understanding, she embodied everything

  the public could want of its grandmother.”

  —JOHN PEARSON
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  “We have become a grandmother.”

  —MARGARET THATCHER
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  “She seems to have had the ability to stand firmly on the

  rock of her past while living completely and

  unregretfully in the present.”

  —MADELEINE L’ENGLE

  [image: images]

  “Grandparents are a family’s greatest treasure, the founders

  of a loving legacy, the greatest storytellers, the keepers of

  traditions that linger on in cherished memory. Grandparents

  are the family’s strong foundation. Their very special love sets

  them apart. Through happiness and sorrow, through their

  special love and caring, grandparents keep a

  family close at heart.”

  —AUTHOR UNKNOWN
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  “You are the sun, grandma, you are the sun in my life.”

  —KITTY TSUI
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  “If becoming a grandmother was only a matter of choice, I

  should advise every one of you straight away to become one.

  There is no fun for old people like it!”

  —HANNAH WHITALL SMITH
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  “Most grandmas have a touch of the scallywag.”

  —HELEN THOMSON
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  “If your baby is ‘beautiful and perfect, never cries or fusses,

  sleeps on schedule and burps on demand, an angel all the

  time,’ you’re the grandma.”

  —TERESA BLOOMINGDALE
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  “Dear Grandmamma, with what we give / We humbly pray

  that you may live / For many, many happy years: / Although

  you bore us all to tears.”

  —HILAIRE BELLOC

  [image: images]

  “Soup simmering, music of idle gossip, yammering kids,

  domestic chaos—long adjusted to this rolling scene,

  you show them your lofty calm.”

  —GOTTFRIED KELLER
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  “If God had intended us to follow recipes, He wouldn’t

  have given us grandmothers.”

  —LINDA HENLEY
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  “Let’s bring back grandmothers! A real family consists of

  three generations. It’s time Americans stopped worrying about interference and being a burden on the children

  and regrouped under one roof.”
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